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Bout a Tear and a Half 


10 Mr. Charſley, Tea- 
| cher of the Anabap- 

tiſts in Agmondeſham : The 
Import of it was to diſprove his 
C 477 to the Miniſterial Function. 
And as I intended this for Good, 
fo T was in hopes it might have 
Had its deſired L ect. But alas! 
1 qaickly found the contrary: Ft Or 
f his" Party, as well ur 
him 


Hur, T ſent a Letter 


—— ——ũ——— 2 
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himſelf, took great O fence at what 
was done, aud inflead of weighing 


impartially the Subſtance of the 


| Diſcourſe, traduc d it one while, 


as being mere Calumny, or Re- 


proach, another while *twas piſh't 
at as not deſerving an Anſwer. 
But at length finding that it he- 
gan to grow more publick, and 


that many Perſons thought they 
either ought to ſatisfie the Ob. 


qeftions, or recant the  Errout's 
which they were chared with; 
they laid out for ſome invincible 


Antagoniſt, and *iwwas thought a 


Jew Stroaks of Mr. Stennett's 
Pen, would prove ſo very formi- 


dable, « as to prevent. a Rencoun- 


The Preface: 


ter, and quickly cauſe ſuch 4 poor 
Stripling as my ſelf to quit the 
Field not without Wen Harror | 

| and A £ ment. e a2 RAR f | 
Alccordiugly, at the Hori ö 
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January laſt, I receivd Re- 
marks npon the Letter, 
Mr. Stennett, d look'd a 
on (aſter a due peruſal) as not 
ut all affecting the Subſtance f 
what. I vrot. And therefore 
the: Per ſtuaſiun of others, tuget hen ; 
with my"\own Leal aud: Concern, | 
For Truth, 7 me to: gide 9 
1 Reply. Which. alling 10 A [ 
large Bulk, was too big for the | 
|: private Tranſcriptions. of- 2 riends, 
and therefore has ventur d out in- 
to the Publick. 


. | 
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__ and fo I hope will 2 
he offended at their hein 


of Communication. 


AA that I Requeſt: more is, 


That the candid Reader would 


| bring aloug with him @ Mind 
quite eſtra 84 from Prejudice, or 


Hutereſt. 
forthe 


And make Allowance 
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you will find at 
the latter Part of his Remarks, 
War deſirous that theyfſhouldbe com- 


which is the maſt expedient 7 7 


Roughneſs. and Inelegance 
of the Stile, ſo be find Truth 4 | 
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Teacher of he Lure, in eee 


— 3 So 3 


e d 3 
50H H N B AL L Late of St. t. Mary I Hal, Oven, 
Moſer ng 5 HHP "0 


ing you the Title of reverend 


Which perhaps you don't deſire, 


neither do you deſerve, except we 


Account you may claim it, becauſe we 
ought to * e up before the Hoary Head, 
and honour the Pace of the old Man, But then 


this e belong to you by Way of 


* Pecu- 
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NOR ſo I at, call you, not giv- 


allow you to be ſo upon the Score 
of Age and Gravity, and indeed upon this 
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2 A Letter to Mr, Charſley, &c. _ 
Peculiarity, and Supereminence, but is a 
Tribute due to all in general, as well as to 
your ſelf in particular. The Aged Peafanr re- 
quires it as well as theAged Peer, and it be- 
longs to the Old Smith as well as to the old 
* "Turner. Thoſe Perſons who —— * 
tively preſide over Others to inſtri& them 
in what they ſtand oblig'd towards God 
and towards Man, who fhine with the Or- 
naments of Learning and Piety ; who make 
it their chief End to promote Unity and 
Peace where. they live, and run not to the 
Diſcharge of the ſacerdotal Office before 
they are call'd, ſuch Perſons as theſe (I ſay) 
we are to eſteem very highly in Love for 
their Works ſake; and honour them with 
Appellations which ſuit their Worth and 
Dignity. But here you come in for no ſhare, 
you endeavour nothing of this: But on the 
contrary. (ſo tar as your ſmall Talent will 
carry you) ſow Feuds and Animoſities A- 
mongſt Chriſtians, without any regdrditd 
Charity, || without which, you are Bb 
more than: ſounding Braſs, or a tinkityg 
Cymbal. So';thar I ſhall have no Occaſion, 
any further to diſpute you out ef, this. 
eminent Title, if 1 ſhall do theſe two 
things. Firſt ſhew that you have no ordi- 
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A Letter to Mr. Charſley, Ec. 3 
nary Vocation in the Miniſtry, and, ſecond- 
ly, that you have no extraordinary one. 
Firſt, I ſhall plainly prove, That you 
have no ordinary Vocation in the Miniſtry. 
Now it is univerſally agreed on, That the 
Authority of exerciſing the Miniſtry is vir- 
purer” Wray rpe in that Commiſſion which ; 
our Saviour gave to his Apoſtles,* Go ve 
therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them | 
oY. ; ö [i 
in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy ; 
Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all things | 
whatſbever I have commanded you :. And lo { 
am with you always even unto the End o, 
the World, Now that the Authority of 
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thoſe Who are to preach the Goſpel is Vir- 
tually included in this Command, will ap- 
pear from hence, that it is the plain re- 
veaPd Will of our Lord in the Words be- 
fore cited, that all Nations ſhould be in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of Chriſtanity, and 
made Members of his Church by Baptiſm. 
But if this Commiſſion reach'd to none 
beſides the Apoſtles themſelves, it is evi- 
dent that the Goſpel could never extend 
it ſelf over the Whole World, and conſe- 
quently the Deſign of our Saviour had 
been vacated, becauſe the Converſion of 
it, was the thing which he intended. If 
then the Goſpel was to be propagated 
B 2 through- 
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4 A Letter to Mr. Charſley, Bc. 
throughout the whole World, and the A- 
poſtles themſelves. could not totally dif- 
charge this Injunction, it was neceſſary that 
this Power ſhould be incluſively given to 
other Perſons, who might compleat that 
which was required in the Injunction, and 
which the Apoſtles themſelves could by 

no Means effect, unleſs the Period of their 
Lives (common to the reſt of Mankind) 

had been protrated coequal to all ſucceed- 
ing Ages, The Goſpel then muſt be pro— 


claim'd to the whole World, both to Fews - | 


and Geptiles, The Apoſtles receiv'd Autho- 
rity to do it from Chriſt himſelf. It was 
impoſſible for them totally to effect what 
Was required in this their Injunction. O- 
ther Perſons therefore are- virtually inclu- 
ded in the Command which was given un- 
to them, and alſo for the ſame End and 
Purpoſe. But here lies the Queſtion, How - 
mult ſuch Perſons come by their Authori- 
ty for this Performance? To this I anſwer 
categorically, This Power was tranſmitted 
from . Chriſt to his Apoſtles: For to him 
Was this Power firſt given, 29% pror f 
eG], Oc. Al & Poner, ec. And then ſe- 
condarily, conferr'd by the Apoſtles and a- 
lone by the Apoſtles, upon thoſe whom 
they approv'd as worthy and capable, to 


* 
diſ- 
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diſcharge this Province. Now he who ſhall 
- thruſt himſelf into a Place of civil Judica- 
ture, and take upon him to pronounce the 
Sentence of Abſolution and Condemnation, 
without being. 2uthoriz'd hereunto, can be 
look'd upon no better than a Murtherer. 
And therefore he muſt be highly criminal, 
who uſurps the Exerciſe of the divine 
Function without any Shadow of Proof to 


warrant his Actions. The firſt of theſe 3 


robs Man of his. Honour, but the laſt God. 


As every Man cannot be a Magiſtrate, 


nor ought to exerciſe this Power, unleſs 
inyeſted with it by ſaprem: Authority: 
So. no Man can be a prieſtly Miniſter, 
nor exerciſe this Power, unleſs inveſted 
with it by thoſe. who have Power and Au- 


thority to give it. * For if the whole Body 


were an Eye, where were the Hearing? If 7: 
whole were the Hearing, where were the Smel- 
ling? And if they were all one Member, where 


were the Body ? So then there are diverſities 
2 Gifts, but the ſame. Spirit. Are all Apo- 
files? Are all; Prophets? Are all Teachers? 


Are all workers. of Miracles? By no Means, 
=” if the whole Body, were the Eye, 
| where were the Hearing? From whence 
it is eyident, that it behoves you, and all 
the; reſt of you (who are deſirous to be 

II -:ifloot eſteem' d 
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6 Leiter to Mr. Charſley, Nc. 
eſteem'd regular Miniſters of the Goſpel) 
to produce ample Teſtimony, that you have 

receiv'd Authority for what you do, from 

' thoſe who had Power to'conferr it upon 
| Em - Otherwiſe, every Man may take this 

Power upon him; and {0 the Body would 

become one Member, which indeed conſiſts 

of many. Now it is manifeſt from the 

Text before cited, Matt. 28. 18. That all Pow- 

er was given unto Chriſt, as being OcawWewn©. 
both God and Man. So that no Body could 
claim this Power unlefs it was firſt given 
him by Chriſt himfelf, in whom it was 
originated. Nor after this were it poſſible 
to be inveſted with it, unleſs by thoſe, who 
had been authoriz'd to conferr it upon o- 
thers. For he who never had this Power 
given unto him, cannot conferr it. And in 

Sis Caſe the old philoſophical Axiom holds 
true, Nil dat, quod in ſe non habet, Nothing 
can give you that which it ſelf has not. 

So that if you have a Right of Admini- 
ſtring the Word and Sacraments, you muſt 
prove your Miſſion from Apoſtolical Suc- 
cefſion. But this I am ſure you cannot 
do; and thus I prove it. They who have 
a Right of adminiſtring the Word and Sa- 
craments from Apoſtolical Succeſſion, mult 
have 2 continu'd Sueceſſion of Miniftry 
from the Apoſtles. But you have had no 
continu'd Succeſſion of Miniſtry from the 

5 15 Ahpoſtles. 


WO Letter 10 Mr. Charſley, c. 7 


Apoſtles. Therefore you have no Right 
of adminiſtring the Word and Sacraments 
from Apoſtolical Succeſſion. All that can 


- 


tion; which is thus prov'd. Becauſe ſo 


* 


Luk 


much. as the very Name and Tenets of 
an Anahaptiſt was never heard of before 


the Middle of the third Century, and then 


they were condemn'd as Heretical by the 
general Suffrage of the Catholick Church. 
Moreover tho”. theſe, were Anabaptiſts that; 
roſe: up ſo ear ly: to the Diſturbance of ö 


Chriſtianity, yet they were not ſuch as 


you are. For, they, receiv'd. this, Appella- 
tion for maintaining that thoſe, who were. 
baptizzd by Hereticks, were not effetual- 
ly baptiz d, but ought to receive a ſeoond 


f 1 


Infants have a Right to Baptiſm, and con- 


ſequently to the Covenant of Grace, 
had no Exiſtence till about the Lear 1524. 
in Germany, Where the principal Leaders 
in this Faction play'd ſuch Pranks, as you 
would! be very unwilling to hear of. And 
this is a, ſhrewd Argument to prove you 
have no Church, becauſe. Muſhroom-like: 
you ſprung from the Earth in a Night's 
Space, and as ſoon diſappear'd again. But 
the true Church held | 
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cruel, 
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ctuel and potent Malice of the Devil, and”, 
His Agents, when ſhe was but in her In 
2 fancy: This ſhe has done ſince, this ſhe 
now does, and thus ſhall ſhe maintain her 
Station til Time is no more. Becauſe 
he who cannot lye, and wle is able to per- 
form his Promiſe has told us, That phe Gorey 
of Hell ſhall" not prevail againſt her. But if 
fin you will be laying hold on ſomething 
to ſultain yourſelf, and keep your ordifiaty-” 
Vocation in the Miniftry from ſinking, you 
muſt no longer pretend to be authorizd 
from Apoſtolical Succeſſion, but have Re- 
courſe to the Fag end, and beſtow the POW 
er of conferring Ordination upon the Peo- 
ple. But here you will be at as great a 
Loſs as you were before, becauſe you Cans 
not produce one Inſtancè either from Scrip 
ture or Antiquity that will be ſerviceable to 
your Doctrine. 'You may indeed from Scri- 
pture track the Preſence' and Approbation 
of the People at Ordinations. But this is 
ſo far from proving that they had ſuch a 
Power, that you may as well ſay, That I 
ha ve Right to make a Juſtice of the Peace 
Baronet, or a Peer of the Realm; becauſe I: 
Rood by (ar the Solemnity) and approv'd 
of thoſe Perſons, whom tie ſupreme Pow-- 
er dignify'd with theſe Titles and Prefer- 
ments. But I think I have ſufficiently 
diſprov ä Or e aware e {hall 
th tend Proceed 
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A Letter to Mr. Charſley, &c. 9 
Proceed next to diſprove your Extraordina- | 
ty Vocatien in the Miniſtry. _ 3055 
II. "Tis ſcarce imaginable that any Men 
ſhould have the Face to pretend to Imme- 
date Inſpiration at this time a Day. Be- 
cauſe every Man may come to the Know- 
ledge of his own Duty, if he will but give 
himſelf the Pains to turn over the Bible 
and Teſtament; or zt moſt, if he will but 
vouchſafe to have Recourſe to his ſpiritual 
Guides for betrer Information, when at 
any Time Doubts and Scruples perplex his 
Conſcience; now it is manifeſt that you 
maintain this Doctrine of Immediate In- 
ſpiration, otherwiſe you could never be ſo 
ſottiſh as to make choice of thoſe for your 
Teachers who are Ignorant almoſt of their 
Primers, as you your ſelf, and moſt of 
vou are. And I am credibly inform'd 
that a mechanick Doctor, belongs to, and 
often preaches at this your Conventiele, 
who never arriv'd to the Knowledge of 
an ABC Darian, And therefore I wou'd # 
tain underſtand how he ſhould teach others d 
Who cannot read one Syllable of the Scri- 1 
} -prures, unleſs you think him immediately 
| lafpir'd'? For if he teaches not by imme- | 
diate Inſpiration, he muſt teach by Tra | 
divion. If you ſay the firſt, you ſpeak Bla- | 
ſphemy, as ſhall by and by appear. If the 
latter, all ſuch as wy upon his Dann, 
4 5 | N 5 ay 
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lay their Foundation in the Sand, and fo t 
does he himſelf that is thus unqualified. ( 
He that is an' Hearer, and thus wretched- ſ 
ly Tgnorant, may be excuſable at laſt be- f 
fore God, if he has done his honeſt En- t 
deavours toward the attaining. a more F 
thorouglhi Inform'd Underſtanding. But he \ 
that is thus ignorant, and ſets up to teach 1 
others will at laſt be found guilty of Non- ( 
ſenſe as well as Preſumption. If a Man t 
_ (eſpecially in theſe Times of FluQtuation) | x 
knows not how to make a ftrenuous and 8 
*right Uſe of the Sword of the Spirit (Which t 
is the Word of God) He will hardly. eſcape 1 
ſplicting upon the Rocks of heretical and I 
ſchiſmatical Doctrines. And ſuch blind 1 
Guides (like unskilful Pilots launching into 1 
the rough Ocean) carry all that depend | z 
upon their Conduct ſwiftly into the Abyſs 5 
of Deſtruction. « But that we may not de-. 
viate: If you pretend to immediate Inſpi- | 1 
ration, or new Revelations, you ought to ; 
give a certain Proof of it, before you' De- 
mand our Belief. For in this Caſe, 'tis 
not a mere ſay ſo, which a Man: ſhould N 
rely upon. Produce your Credentials there- | 


fore; demonſtrate by ſome infallible Tokens, 
that you are immediately ſent from, and | 
inſtructed by the Spirit of God. {It you ; 
do not this, no Man in his right Senſes 8 
can believe you? For there be other Sects 
os | n 
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A Letter to Mr. Charſley, Sc. 11 
that pretend to this as well as you, as the | 
Quakers, Muggletonians, and other Enthu- 
ſiaſts, you cannot therefore be all inſpired 
from God, becauſe each of you contradicts 
the other: So that if you were all in the 

Right, the Spirit of God muſt be in the 

Wrong. Now the Apoſtles who were thus 
immediately influenc'd by the Spirit of 
God, did not only ſay they were inſpir'd, 
but made it evident by Signs and Mi- 
racles; by healing the Sick, by reſtoring 
Sight to the Blind, and the Uſe of Limbs 
to the Lame and Impotent. And it you 
pretend to this extraordinary Miſſion, you 
muſt produce this extraordinary Proof of 
it. For an extraordinary Miſſion. requires 
an extraordinary Power to confirm it. If 
you have not this extraordinary Power, 
you have no extraordinary Miſſion. if you 
have this extraordinary Power and ſhew 
it not (as you don't) you diſcharge not the 
Truſt committed to you, and in ſo doing 
render your ſelves untairhful Meſſengers 
of God. Becauſe God gives nothing in 
N make not that uſe of your 


We lent for the Redncing of us to the true 
- Chriſtian Faith, which you might do. | 
But the chief of your Faction have not on- 4 
ly pretended to this extraordinary Miſhon, | 
but even to the Gift of foretelling future 1 
Events, as Sypittlehouſe and ſome others [ 


S2 did 


12 A Leiter to My. Charſley, Vc. 
| _ did concerning the Sabbatical Millennium, 
or the time when Chriſt ſhould Reign 
perſonally on Earth, and all the Kings of 
the Earth ſhould receive their Downfall. 
But the time has long ſince paſs'd away, 
which they prefix*d for the Accompliſh- 
ment of theſe things, and nothing that 
was before told, is come about, ſo that if 
you will admit Scripture to be a Judge 
of our Actions, you will appear to all the 
World to be falſe Prophets, and conſequent- 
ly guilty of prodigious Blaſphemy, Deat. 
18. 20, 22. The Prophet which ſhall preſume | 
to ſpeak a Word in my Name, which I have 
not Commanded him to ſpeak» even that 
Prophet ſball Die. So that by the Word of 
God, your Predeceſſors ought to have ſut- 
fer'd Death, becauſe they ſpoke in the 
Name of the Lord, that which he Com- 
manded them not, otherwiſe: what they 
had ſpoken would have come to paſs.] 
And if thou ſay in thine Heart, how ſhall 
we know the Word which the Lord hath not 
Jpoken ! When a Prophet ſpeal eth in the 
Name of the Lord, if the thing follow nor 
nor come to paſs; that is the thing which 
the Lord hath not ſpoken, but the Prophet 
hath ſpoken it Preſumptuoufly, thou ſhalt 
not be afraid of bim. You would do well 
ro conſider of theſe things, But here 1 
ſhall lay down two more Criterions, by 
ED which 
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which falſe Prophets may be Giso 
be firſt is, that he who is immediately 
ſſent from God, muſt be a Man of Candour 
and Integrity. The ſecond is}: that neither 
muſt he ſpeak contradictory to the reveabd 
Will of dod. Now to theifirſt, It is well 
known what profligate Wretches the prin - 
cipal part of your Apoſtles were, witneſs | 
Jahn of Loden, aud his Colleagues, who! 
ran naked Tout the Streets of the City, 
and  Debauch'd Multitudes of fimple Wo- 
And, as John Preachid up the Com- 
munity of \Wives, ſo liltevriſe he had no 
leſs than Fifteen to his own: ſhare. And 
therefore, althe*-you are :{o: fnightily atten- 
tive to the Dictares ot the: Spirit; yet; like 
other People ſometimes) ven have a litrie 
hankering after the Fleſh. But I will not 
dwell any longer upon this Fopick hecauſe it 
may (perhaps) make you bluſh, and offand 
others who are better pleastd with Argu- 
ment, than Upbraiding. Therefore to che 
ſecond, It is plain you Preach up Doftrine 
that is contrary to the Word of God, as the 
Diſobedience to, and Extirpation of Kings: 
Whereas the very Angels themſelves dare not 
bring a railing Accaſation againſt them before 
the Lord, 2 P. 10. 11. You diſſolve all the 
Frame and untie all the Sinews of Govern- 
ment, by aſſerting, That none ought to be 
greater than another, and that Chriſtians 
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| ought to enjoy all things in Common. You 


* 


are guilty of Hereſie and Schiſm; of Rail- 
ing and Backbiting, and Evil Surmiſes, and 
ſpeak Evil of the things which you under- 
{ſtand not, all which are numbred amon 
the Works of Darkneſs. But theſe are ſut- 
ficient to prove that you are not immedi- 
ately inſpir'd, and conſequently, that you 
have no extraordinary Miſſion. Quod erat 
—A A ²˙ ö 
No that we may conclude this Diſeourſe, 
it:1s-plain from what has been faid, that you 
have neither an Ordinary nor Extraordina- 
ry Vocation in the Miniſtry, and ſo no 
Warrant nor Authority for what you do. 
And therefore at preſent I ſhall do no more 
but adviſe you to conſider: ſeriouſly of your 
Actions, and of what St. Jude faith in his 
general Epiſtle, ver. 11. Wo unto them; : for 
they haue gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedily after the Errour of Balaam for Re- 
ward, and Periſb'd in the Gainſaging of 
DT |: 0527 7 nit; 521052 
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Mr: JOSEPH STENNET. |} 


f 1 R, 
FJ IN SR you have been pleas'd to 
deſire my Thoughts on Mr. Balls 


lately communicated to me, I am 


figce I I am inform'd that the Author of that 


Occaſion 


Letter to Mr. Charſley, which you 


not willing to deny you, eſpecially 


Letter and his Admirers, make it a mighty 


1 6 eue upon 5 


Occaſion of Triumph, that no Perſon has 
yet thought meet to anſwer it, and there- 
tore conclude it unanſwerable, whereas they 


Writer to owe his Secufiry from Anitngd- 
verſions to the meanneſs of his Performance, 
rather than to the Strength of his Ar- 
guments. W Whether Mr. (8 Antagoniſt 
1s ſo formidable a Champion, as ſome of 
his ene ſeem by their Boaſting, to ima- 
gine, wil 
That! impartially Examine his Letter and 
the following Reflections upon it. 

I confeſs the firſt Farkeraph of that Let- 
ter has > ho in it ſo odd and uncom- 
mon that we ſhall ſeldom. meet with the 
like, and therefore I ſhall tranſcribe it Ver- 


batim before I make Re: — | 
| Meer Charley, 


OR 05 I muſt call you, not giving 
you the Title of reverend which 


perhap- you don't deſire, neither do wi 
_ deſerve, except we allow you to be ſo 
on the Score of Age and Gravity; 3 ang 72 
deed upon this Account you may 
it, becauſe we ought to * riſe up before 
the naeh Head, and. bone the Face 0 74 
ofa 
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ought to conſider, that 'tis poſſible for 4 


ſoon appear to any one, Who 
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* old Man. But then this does not belong 
to you by Way of Peculiarity, and Su- 
5 pereminence, but is a Tribute due to all 
in general, as well as to your ſelf in parti- 
* as the Aged Peer, and it belongs to the Old 
© Smith as well as to the old Turner. 
i * Thoſe Perſons who authoritatively preſide 

over others to inftru& them in what they 
"ſtand oblig'd towards God and towards 
Man, who ſhine with the Ornaments of 

Learning and Piety; who make it their 

chief End to promote Unity and Peace 

© where they live, and run not to the Dif- 


charge of the ſacerdotal Office before 


they are call'd, ſuch Perſons as theſe (I ſay) 
"4 we are to eſteem very highly in Love for 
* their Works ſake; and honour them with 


© Appellations which ſuit their Worth and 


: - Dignity. But here you come in for no ſhare, 


vou endeavour nothing of this: But on the | 


' contrary (ſo far as your ſmall Talent will 
Carry you) ſow Feuds and Animoſities a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, without any regard to 
„Charity | without which, you are no 
* more UP: ounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
l 2 80 1 I ſhall have no Occaſion 
any further to diſpute you out of this 


eminent Title, if 1 ſhall do theſe tW a 


*D things. 
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my 


Things. Firſt ſhew' that you have no ordi- 
mary Vocation in the Miniſtry, and, ſe- 


*condly, that you have no extraordinary 
c : | | 
© one. 


S. 1. By the latter part of this Paragraph 


it appears, that Mr. B—'s deſign in Wri- 


ting this Letter, was to diſpute Mr. C. out 


of the eminent Title of Reverend, by 
ſhewing, Firſt, That he had no ordinary 
Vocation in the Miniſtry, and 2d/y, That 
he had no extraordinary one ; for he ſays, he 


ſhould have no Occaſion any further to diſ- 
pute him out of this eminent Title, if he 
ſhou'd do theſe two things: The Deſign (I 
fay) of this whole Letter, is to tell Mr. C. 
why he does not call him Reverend at the 


beginning of it. Now I would fain know 


what reaſon he had to give him any Title at 


all in a Letter, when he had no Occaſion to 


Write, for if Mr. B. had any thing to Write 
upon to Mr. C. why does he make the Title 
of Mr. C. the Argumeat of his Letter ? If he 


had nothing to Write to him about, what 


need was there of a Letter? If he meant to 
talk of Mr. C— s Title only by the bye 
how came he to forget himſelf, ſo as to make 
this the whole Deſign of his Letter? For ?tis 
all acknowledg'd to be written for this one 


End, vir. To diſpute him out of this emi- 


ent Title. Thoſe who are acquainted with 


Mr. C. know he has too much Senſe and Hu- 


_mility 


Ln GaunWQu@oarnMNia ct. 2 


os 


— . * r 
r £5 * STE 
$ 2 : * 1 
I & A 
” 8 IN 
4 * Hey 
1 IM 4. + 1 


Letter ſent to Mr. Charſley. 19 

mility to contend for the Title of Reverend. 

And, yet Mr. B. and his Partizans, ſeem to 

wonder that he does not Anſwer what it be- 
comes him to Deſpiſe, and if Mr. B. ſhould 
Write aever ſo many Epiſtles to ſhew Cauſe 

why he will not give Mr. C. the Title of 

Reverend; I think Mr. C. wou'd be in the 

right to be Silent, for *tis ſcarce worth while 
to anſwer the Learned Reaſons of Mr. B. 

_ againſt his giving him this Epithet. A Man 

- | - muſt have a mighty itch of Diſputing, who 

rather than not have the Pleaſure of Quar- 

reling, will ſpin a Controverſie out of his 

own Bowels; and rather than not Write a 

Contentious Letter, will raiſe a Diſpute on 
the firſt Word himſelf Writes, and make it 
the Occaſion of the whole Epiſtle. 


R A „ 
1 Eh : . 7 — 
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d. 2. Did Mr. B. think it a difficult Matter | 
to juſtifie himſelf for omitting to give this j 
Character to Mr. C. or not? If he did. 


what need had he to bring all this trouble 
upon himſelf without any Occaſion given? ; 
If he did not, why does he take up the whole | 
Letter in Juſtifying this Omiſſion? And ſince 
he thought meet to omit this term, why did 
he not quietly paſs on, if he had any thing 
elſe to fay to Mr. C. inſtead of Stoping ſhort 

. after he had call'd him by his Name, and 
making a Parentheſis of ſix or ſeven long 
Lines, without any colour of Reaſon, un- 
leſs it be that of having the Satisfaction 
D 2 - ot 


20 Remarks upon Mr. Ball's 
© telling Mr. C. that he deſerves not the 
Title of Reverend? 


And after all Mr. B. owns that Mr. 6 , 
deſer ves this Title on the Score of Age and 
Gravity; and if there be this good Reaſon to 


allow it him, why fhould a- long Letter be 


written to ſhew the Reaſon why he denies 
it him? For if 'tis fit to give it him on one 
Account (as Mr. B. allows, and cites a Paſ- 
ſage of Holy Scripture to prove it) why 
ſhould it be abſolutely refus'd him? Unleſs 
Mr. B. thinks it juſt to refuſe him that | 
which he owns *tis reaſonable on one good | 
Account to allow him. And with what 
Conſcience can Mr. B. after having declar'd 
from Levit. 19. 31. that we ought to Riſe 
up before the oary Head, and honour the 
Face of the old Man, in the very ſame 
Breath call him in Contempt the Old Turner, 
and compare him with the Old Smith; 
it will not ſerve Mr, B's Turn after chis, 
to tell Mr. C. that the Title of Reverend 
belongs not to him by way of Peculiarity 
and Supereminence, but is a Tribute due to 
all in general, that is to all who are Old, as he 
immediately explains himfelf, * The Aged 
* Peaſant (ſays he) requires it as well as the 
Aged Peer, and it belongs to the Old 
Smith as well as the Old Turner; for if he 
would not give it him as deſerving i it by Way 
ot Peculiarity and Supereminence (as he 1s 
pleas'd 
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this Title to thoſe 
Miniſters whoſe intellectual or moral Eu- 
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pleas'd to phraſe it) he might have allow'd 


it him on the Score on which the Scri- 
pture requires it, or at. leaſt have forborn 


the Rudeneſs of ridiculing him under the 
Title of the Old Turner, in a Letter 
that confeſſes that according to the Scrip- 
ture he ought to be reverenc'd. Does 


Mr. B. delight to contradict himſelf, or is 
he fo tranſported with the Wit he uſes 
in ridiculing his Neighbour, that he for- 
gets to employ that good Senſe which is 


culous : | 


neceſſary to keep himſelf from being ridi- 


| &. 4. But if the Title of Reverend does 


not belong to Mr. C. becauſe *tis a Tribute 
due to all Old Men in general as Mr. B. argues, 


then it will follow that the Title of Reve- 


rend does not belong to any one of thoſe 
Miniſters, whom Mr. B. calls Ornaments of 
Learning and Piety, by way of Peculiari- 


ty and Supereminence, becauſe *ris due upon 


his Account, to all Miniſters who are Or- 


naments of Learning and Piety in general 


Tho' by the Way, if he ſhould reſtrain 
of this Character, ſuch 


dowments have not yet made 'em paſs for 
Ornaments of Piety and Learning, muſt all 
be depriv'd of the Title of Reverend, and 
*tis to be tear?d this wou'd prove a com- 


mon Caſe in ſome Parts of the World. 


V3 Yet 
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22 Remarks upon Mr. Ball's 
Yet I doubt Mr. B. himſelf would hardly 
ſcruple in writing to a Clergy-Man, to 
give him the Title of Reverend, tho? he 
were not arriv'd to that Degree of Know- 
ledge and Virtue, that ſuch whom he is 
pleas'd to call Ornaments of Piety and Lear- 
ning have attain'd. In the mean time he 
is very fearful leſt Mr. C. ſhould be thought 
to deſerve that Title, tho? his long and at- 
tentive Study of the Scripture, has given 
him perhaps as much Knowledge of the 
Senſe of it as ſome of thoſe learned Gen- 
tlemen have, who deſpiſe him for his want 
F of Learning; which is abundantly compen- 
' fated however by his exemplary Piety and 
ſ Virtue, and theſe will always make him 
reverenc'd in the Minds of thoſe who have 
j Senſe and Juſtice enough to efteem Holy- 
0 neſs and Purity above all the School Lear- 
= nihg in the World. * | , 
g. 5. And it had been more for Mr. B—% - | 
Honour if with his Learning he had ſhewn 
a little more Temper- and Charity than he 
does when he reproaches this venerable old 
Man, with * ſowing Feuds and Animoſi- 
ties among Chriſtians, without any re- | 
gard to Charity, and ſo making him no 
more than ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
© Cymbal. Does lie ſufficiently know Mr. 
C——'s Heart to make this Judgment of 
him, that he has no Regard to Charity ? 
1 1111 


Letter ſent to Mr. Charſley. 23 
Have Mr. C——'s Neighbours found him 
ſo contentious as this Gentleman repreſents? 
His Converſation in the Place Where he 
lives had given him quite another Character 
till this Gentleman diſcover'd the Feuds and 
Animoſities he had ſown. However the 
good People of Agmondeſbam muſt judge for 
themſelves, and if there are now any Feuds 
and Animoſities among 'em on the Account 
of Religion, I ſuppoſe they know to whom 
to aſcribe em. | 
S. 6. But 'tis time for me to have done | 
: with this Part of Mr. B——s Letter, which 
I ſhould not have dwelt on ſo long, if Mr. 
B. had not :nſalted Mr. C. with an Inc 
vility equal to his Abſurdity, and offended | 
good Manners as much as he has done | 
good Senſe. _ | 

I ſhall now conſider the two things, by 
Which Mr. B. pretends to prove that Mr. 

C. deſerves not to be call'd Reverend c 

ſays he, * Ill ſhew that you have no ot- 

© dinary Vocation in the Miniſtry, ſecondly 

that you have no extraordinary one. 

9. 7. To prove that Mr. C. has no or- 

dinary Vocation in the Miniſtry (as he is 
plwKwẽbas'd to expreſs it) he endeavours to 

ſhew that Chriſt in his Commiſſion Matt. 
28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all Ma- 
tions baptizing them, &c. reſpects not only 

the Apoſtles to Whom it was immediately 

Ty given, 


24 Renirks "el M 7. Belp 
given, but all the true Minifters to che Bud 
of the World, which I preſume Mr. C. would 
have readily granted, without putting him 
to the trouble of formally proving 1t ; he 
then ſtares this Queſtion, How muft ſuch | 
Perſons come by their Authority ? To which 
che fays) he anſwers Categorically, that 
 ©this Power was tranſmitted from Chriſt to 
his Apoſtles, and alone by the Apoſtles on 
thoſe whom they approv'd as Worthy and 


* Capable of Diſcharging this Province. This 


he confirms by Matt. 28. 18. All Power is gi- 
ven to me in Heaven, &c. which he firſt quotes 
in Greek, not that he has any Remark to 
make on the Original Text, to Elucidate 
the Engliſh Tranſlation, but becauſe he 
thinks it very edifying to adorn his Letter 
with a little Greek, as he does afterwards 
with a Scrap: or two of Latin, his philo- 
#ophical Axioms, and his Syllogiſms, When 
he writes to one who is almoſt ignorant of 
his Primer, as he in his Letter is pleas'd to 
ſay of Mr. C. If he thinks Mr. C. under- 
ſtands theſe learned Languages and Scien- 
ces, hy does he ſay he is almoſt 3 ignorant of 
his Primer; If he believes he does not un- 
derſtand them, to what purpoſe does he 
uſe all this Learning in a Letrer to an illi- 
terate Man!? 
d. 8. But to return to his Argument; he 
brings the Matter to this Reſult that, if 
| Mr; 
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Mr. C. has a Night of adminiſtring the 
Word and Sacraments, h: muſt prove his 


Miſſion from Apoſtolical Succeſſion or 4 


continu'd Succeſſion of Miniſtry from the 
Apoltles, and concludes that Mr. C. has had 
no continu*d Succeſſion of Miniſtry from the 
Apoſtles and therefore he has no Right of 
adminiſtring, &c. Men fro 


» 


$.9.. But Mr. B. is not aware that if 


this Argument proves any thing, it proves 
too much, and will ſhake the Xuhority of 


the Miniſters of the Church of England, 


and indeed of all other Churches as well 


as that of Mr. C. For I deſire Mr. B. would 


produce one Miniſter who is able clearly 
to prove the ſucceſſive Derivation of his 
Miniſtry from Hand to Hand without In- 
terruption from the Apoſtles. What Mini- 
ſter who is ordain'd can be certain that 
the Perſon who ordains him has by an 


_ uninterrupted Succeſſion deriv'd his Autho- 
rity from the Apoſtles? and how can the 


People be ſatisfied that they have any law- 
ful Miniſtry at all; unleſs they could know 
that the Line of their Succeſſion has ne- 
ver been broken ſince the Apoſtolick Times; 
which is impoſhible for them to know 
without examining the Hiſtory of the 
Church for above 1600 Years ;'nor indeed 
if they were capable of ſuch an Exami- 
nation could they arrive at a Certainty 
in this Matter, becauſe ſome Records 

5 2 that 
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that are neceſſary to this Purpoſe are loſt, 
and others that are extant contradict each 
other; ſome have the Characters of a ſpu- 
rious Original, ſome have been interpola- 
ted, and moſt of em leave us under great 
Uncertainty, efpecially in ſueh Particulari- 
ties as theſe; ſo that tte greateſt Criticks | 
vVvou'd find inſuperable Difficulties in ſuch 
a Reſearch: It muſt needs therefore be a 
Work utterly impratticable by 'the com- 
mon People, and yet according to Mr. B. 
no Miniſters Authority can be prov'd with- | 
out it. If he is himſelf in Orders I fhould | 
be glad to ſee him prove his Authority b 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the A- 
poſtles: Or elſe for want of this Proof 
he may, according to his own Account, be 
© look*d upon no better than a Murtherer, 
* muſt be highly criminal for robbing God 
© of his Honour; for theſe are the ſevere 
Terms which Mr. B. uſes on this Occafi- 
on, that he may vent his Anger againſt 
Mr. C. not conſidering that his Hypothe- 
fis involves the Miniſters of his own Church 
in the ſame Guilt, and makes them worſe | 
than Murtherers, &c. unleſs they can prove | 
their Succeſſion in an uninterrupted Line 
from the Apoſtles __ 
&. 10. Nor is this Gentleman better foun- 
ded in what he fays afterwards, namely 
that Mr. C. can't have ſuch a Succeſſion 
becauſe © the Names and Tenets of the 
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an Anabaptiſt was not heard of till that 
Time, that does not hinder but the firſt 


Anabaptiſt Miniſter might derive his Mi- 
niſtry from the Apoſtles as well as others, 
and might tranſmit it by Succeſſion down 
to future Ages as well as they; if he urge 


that the Miniſtry ſo tranſmitted would ceaſe 


to be lawtul, when deriv'd from the Hand 
of an Anabaptiſt he ought to prove it: It 
he pretends Anabaptiſm is Hereſies and there- 
fore deprives him that holds it of his Mi- 
niſterial Authority zp/o facto; then who 
knows how many of the Church of Exg- 
land and other Churches have deriv'd Or- 
ders immediately from Hereticks, or from 
thoſe. who have receiv'd Orders from He- 


reticks in ſome Age or other ſince the A. 
poſtles? And how can any Man that is 


 ordain'd, be ſure that he that ordains him 

is not an Heretick, unleſs he were capa- 

ble of perfectly knowing his Heart, which 
is the incommunicable Prerogative of the 
Almighty ? And ſeeing the Miniſters of tlie 
Church of England deriv'd their Orders be- 
fore the Reformation from the Church of 
Rome, their Orders muſt be void if the Ro- 
miſh Biſhops were guilty of Hexeſie, as I 
believe tis no hard matter to prove they 
were; and of Idolatry too which is as bad; 


EA 1 


| * Anabeptiſts were not heard of till the Mid. 
dle of the third Century: For ſuppofe 
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I am ſure there Errors were much worſe 
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than what is call'd Azabapriſm (ſuppoſing 


that were an Error; ) and at this rate what 
will become of Mr. B—'s fine Diſcourſe 
of a miniſterial Succeſſion without Inter- 
ruption? And into what a Labyrinth has 
his Way of reaſoning fix'd him. I ſhould 


think therefore thoſe who are competently 
qualified for the miniſterial Office, and are 
regularly choſen by the People over whom 
they are to preſide, and then ordain'd by 
the Impoſition of the Hand of ſuch Elders 
or Miniſters as were allow'd to be inveſted 
with that Office before em, may be fa- 
tisfied with their Call to the Miniſtry, and 


the People under their Charge fatisfied with 


their Adminiſtration without attempting to 
trace a Succeſſion without any Flaw froni 
lie | 
d. 11. But all this while I can by no 
means grant that the Anabaptiſts (as Mr. 
B. is pleas'd to call 'em) are of ſo late a 
Date as he pretends; as for thoſe he men- 
tions 1n the third Century he acknowledges 


them »to be ſo call'd becauſe they were 


for rebaptizing thoſe that were baptiz'd by 
Hereticks, for which he ſays they were 
condemn'd as heretical by the Church, and | 
that theſe are not ſuch as Mr. C. But, ſays | 
he, the Sect who deny that Infants have 
a Right to Baptiſm, ec. had no Exiſtence | 
| | till 


OS 
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* * till about the Year I 524. in German), where 


the principal Leaders in this Faction play'd 
*ſuch Pranks, as you would be very un- 
willing to hear of. And this is a very 


*ſhrewd Argument to prove you have no 


Church, becauſe Muſhroom-like you ſprung 
from the Earth in a Night's: Space, and 


as ſoon diſappear'd again, G. 


Whether Mr. C. and thoſe of his profeſ- 
ſion are in the Right to deny Baptiſm to 
Infants will beſt appear by the Reaſons 
ſome of them have publiſh'd to the World 
againit this Practice of Infant Baptiſm. If 


NM. B. will anſwer their Difficulties, and 


ſhew *em a divine Precept for Infant Bap- 


tiſm, they will be very much oblig'd to 
him. But he betrays his great Ignorance 


of Eccleſiaitick Hiſtory in pretending that 
thoſe who denied Infant Baptiſm had no 
Being till the Year 1524. for 'tis evident 
many of the Antient Vaudois and Albigeois, 
divers Ages before the Time this Geatle- 
man ſpeaks of, were againſt Infant Bap- 
tiſm, as I have clearly prov'd in my An- 


fer to Ruſſen Pag. 81, 82, 83, 84. and 


Tertullian who liv'd in the ſecond Centy- 


ry ſpeaks exprelly againſt Infant Baptiſm, 


whoſe Words I have cited in the 69th 
page of the Book abovemention'd. 


| No I 2, Nay, unleſs Mr. B, Can prove In- 


fant Baptiſm to have been the Apoſtolick 
Hy - : Pra- 


30 Remarks upon Mr. Ball's © 
Practice, he'll find it of later Date than the 
Opinion of thoſe whom he calls Anaba- 
ptiſts: For tis certain that the Practice of 
baptizing adult Perſons is Apoftolical and 
has a divine Inſtitution ; but I preſume he 
Will find it difficult to produee one Proof 
that Infant Baptiſm was practis'd in the 
_ Chriſtian Church till near 290 Years after 
the Birth of Chriſt. Ou 
. 13. Again what can be the Meaning 
of the pleaſant Turn he gives this Matter 
in ſaying to Mr. C. Tou Muſhroom-like - 
* ſprung from the Earth in a Night's Space, 
and as ſoon diſappear'd again; for if Mr. 
C. and thoſe of his Opinion ſprung up as 
ſuddenly and as lately as he pretends, yet 
*ris certain they have not diſappear'd again, 
nay they appear to be abundantly increas'd 
fince the time he ſpeaks of. Now to make 
any tolerable Senſe of this Paſſage 
ſeems very difficult, If the Anabaptiſts are 
all vanifh'd, what need had this Gentle- 
man to trouble his Head about them and 
their Miniſtry ? If they {till appear in the 


World and their Number is much increas'd 


ſince the Time he mentions, why does he 
affirm that they ſoon diſappear'd again af- 
ter they ſprung up? So that his Inference 
is ill founded, that the Anabaptiſts can't be 
of the true Church of Chriſt againſt whom 
he promis'd the Gates of Hell ſhould not 

qi „ prevail 
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prevail becauſe of their ſudden diſappear- 
ing in the World, ſince they {till ſubſiſt, 
and are likely fo to do unleſs convinc'd or 
confuted by better Arguments than thoſe 
he is pleas'd to produce againſt em. 
| & 14. As to the Pranks ſome German 
Anabaptiſis play'd, and which he ſays Mr. g 

. Would be unwilling co hear of, they ö 
a = no worſe than have been often play'd i 

by che Pædo-Baptiſts of different Nations, 

aud it would be eaſie to recriminate par- ; 
ticularly if it were neceſſary. If you pleaſe, | 
Sir, to lend Mr. B. my Anſwer to Mr. 
Ruſſen, he will find by reading the 11th 
Chapter of that Book, that he has no Rea- 

| ſoa to charge on the Anabaptiſts in Eng- 
land the mad Pranks of ſome Enthuſiaſtick 


People of diverſe Opinions in Germany. | 
S. 15. Mr. B. Concludes this Head in in- ; 
ſulting Mr. C. after the following Manner. ö 
© But (fays he) if Kill you will be laying | 

© hold on ſomerhing to ſuſtain your ſelf, and ö 
© keep your ordinary Vocation in the Mini- 


© ſtry from ſinking, yoo muſt no longer pre- 
tend to be authoriz'd by Apoſtolical 08 } 
* Succeſſion, but have Recourſe to the Fag | 
© end, and beſtow the Power of conferring 
Ordination on the People. But here you 
© will be at as great a Loſs as you were be- 
fore, becauſe you cannot produce one In- 

5 „„ ſtance 
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* ftance either from Scripture or Antiquity 
that will be ſerviceable to your Doctrine. 
© You may indeed from Scripłure track the 
Preſence and Approbat ion of the People at 
Ordinations. But this is ſo far from pro- 
© ving that they had ſuch a Power, that 
you may as well ſay, That J have Right 
4 to make a Juſtice of the Peace, a Baronet, or 
* a Peer of the Realm; becauſe I ſtood b 
© (at the Solemnity) and approv*d of thoſe 
©Perfons, whom the ſupreme Power Cignt- 
4 fy'd with theſe Titles and Preferments, &c. 
d. 16. But I have ſhown already, that 
there is no need for Mr. C. to beſtow the Po- 
wer of Ordination upon the People, as Mr. 
B. expreſſes it, ſeeing there may be good and 
regular Ordination by the hands of Miniſters, 
according to the Divine Rule, without the 
Neceſſity of provinganuninterruptedSucceſ- 
ſionof Ordination from the Apoſtles, and tho? 
the People can't ordain they have a right to 
chooſe Officers in the Church, as is Evident 
from their choice of Deacons, Ads 6. 5. and 
from the choice of Perſons to Travel with 
the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 8. 19. in both which 
places, the Greek Word {ſignifies a Choice 
by holding up the Hands, which ſignifies 
more than the bare Preſence or Approbation 
as Mr. B. Suggeſts, when he wou'd have 
Mr. C. think that the choice of the People 
mention'd in Seripturs, ſignifies no more 


right 


\ 
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right of Election © than he has to make a 
© Juſtice of the Peace, a Baronet, or a Peer 

of rhe Realm, becauſe he ſtands by at the 

© Solemnity, and approves of thoſe Perſons 

© whom the Supreme Power dignifies with 

* theſe Titles and Preferments. _ 

S. 17. Mr. B. now diſmiſſes the firſt and 

main Point he undertook, which was to dif- 

prove Mr. C——'s ordinary Call to the Mi- 
niſtry; this he preſumes is ſuſficieatly done, 

and therefore proceeds to diſprove his extra- 
' | . erdinary: Vocations 1 
k 9. 18. And here he preſumes that Mr. C. 
and thoſe with him pretend to immediate 
© Inſpiration, or elſe they wou'd not pretend, 

© conſidering. their want of Learning, to 

© Preach to the People. I mult obſerve to 
this Gentleman, that it does i 
becaufe a Man who wants human Learning 
Preaches, that therefore he pretends to im- 
mediate Inſpiration. Fer Mr. B. for inſtance 
may inſtruct the People in what he knows, 
by reading the Scripture, meditating on it 
and making uſe of various Annotations and 
other Writings to explain it that are Extant 

in the Engliſh Tongue, without leading 
them ſwiftly into Deſtruction, as he uncha- 
ritably repreſents, and without any pretence 
to immediate Revelation. Nay, a Man of 
good Senſe, with ſuch helps as I have men- 
rion'd, and the Application of his Mind £0 
the 
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the Study of the Scripture, (eſpecially. if his 


Converſation be Exemplary) may be much 
more capable of Edifying his Neighbours, 
than a Man of more Learning, who has leſs 


Senfe, and improves not the Talent he has, 
in applying himſelf to that ſtrict Study of 
he Wo 


the Word of God, nor Exemplifies the Do- 
 Arine of Chriſt in the Conduct of his Life. 


Andi if at the beginning of the Reformatio 


in England, none but Men of Learning had 
been allow'd to Preach, few Pariſhes had 
been ſupplied with Minifters, nor wou'd 


there have been a Neceſſity ro Compaſe for 


them a Book of Homilies, to read to the 
People, becauſe few of them knew how to 
Preach. Sure Mr. B. will hardly Cenſure 
thoſe unlearn'd Miniſters, or fuch as now 


want Learning in the Church of England, 


las carrying all that depend upon their Con- 


duct, ſwiftly to the Abyſs of Deſtruction, 


For *tis no hard matter to find Clergy- men 
in the Church of Eugland, who have a very 
oor Stock of Learning. I confeſs it were 
to be wiſh'd, that the Miniſters of all 
Churches had much more Learning than 


they generally are poſſeſs'd of. In the mean 
time, it wou'd more become Mr. B. to im- 


prove what Learning he has, than to deſpiſe 
his Neighbours, for having wanted a liberal 
Education, tho? they have the better Quali- 
ties of Piety and Charity, and on that Ac- 


count, 
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count, are very Worthy of his Imitation. 
S. 19. But when Mr. B. affirms that Mr. 
C. and moſt of the Teachers of the Anaba- 

835 are almoſt Ignorant of their Primer, he 

yould certainly be thought to know them 

very well; M how could he take ſo exact 

a meaſure of their Knowledge. And yet 

the Judgment he makes is a plain Proof that 

he is unacquainted with them, ſince they are 
far from being fo deſpicably Ignorant as he 

der There is no party of Chriſtians {| 
ut have ſome ignorant People among them, | 

! who are unreaſonably Conceited of their {| 

/ Abilities to inſtruct others, but if the Folly } 

| df ſome ſhould be imputed to all, all Parties 
wou'd on this Account be liable to equal 

Cs... 1 Go 
9. 20. Mr. B. might have ſpar'd the pains 
he takes in proving · that Mr. C. and the reſt 
of the Anabaptiſts are not immediately In- 

Flic till they pretend to an extraordinary 

| Miſſion: For they will readily grant that 
ſuch à Miſſion is not to beallow'd without 
the extraordinary Proof he mentions. And 

; as to. what he ſays concerning the pretence 

of the chief of Mr. C—s Faction (that 

is ſuppole of the Anabaptiſts) to this extra- 
ordinary Miſſion, *tis boldly aſſerted, but 
he is not pleas'd to attempt the Proof of it, 

no doubt for a very good Reaſon. What he 
fays of Spitilehonſe, and of ſome others 

| (whole 
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(whoſe Names he thinks not fit to mention) 
Who he tells us were miſtaken in their 
Predictions about the Millennium, will by 


no means prove that the chief of the An- 
baptiſts pretend to immediate Inſpiration and 


an extraordinary Miſſion, any more than 
the falſe Predictions of the late Mr. Maſon 


of Northamptonſhire, about the coming of 


Chriſt and the Millennium, and the Whim- 


ſies of other Enthuſiaſts of the Church of 
England, prove that the chief of that Party 
pretend to immediate Inſpiration, exc. For 
Mr. B. can't make appear, that Mr. Spittle- 
\ houſe and thoſe other nameleſs Perſons to 


whom he refers, were the chief of the Anabas 


pt iſts. 


Charity, than to perſecute the poor Anaba- 


priſts for Conſcience ſake, however the Ef 


fuſion of their Blood might gratify ſome 


—— . - = . 
F. 22. What he ſays of John of Leyden 


and his Colleagues, affects the Anabaptiſts 


no more than the Enthuſiaſm and Wicked- 


neſs, ſome of «thoſe of the Church Mr. B. 


belongs to have been guilty of, concerns that 


f 


$. 21. When he ſays the Predeceſſors of 
The Azabaptiſts ought to have ſuffer'd Death, 
he but too plainly intimates what Treat- 

ment he would give their Succeſſors, if it 
 werein his Power. But (thanks be ro God) 
our Governours have more Wiſdom and 
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phecy and Bla ſphemy, ſhou'd not render 
the Anabaptiſts infamous enough, and make 
ſome of them at leaſt thought worthy of 

Captial Puniſhment, Mr. B. is pleas'd to 
Charge them with Treaſon, for T ſuppoſe tis 

not meerly Mr. C. but the, Azabapriſts in 

general that he attacks in the followin 
Terms, viz. It is plain you Preach u 

Doctrine that is contrary to the Word of 

od, as the Diſobedience to, and Extirpati- 


& 


;$:0n:of Kings, Ge. oo; aan 
9. 24. One wou'd think by this Account, 
that the Britiſh Government were in great 
Danger by the Anabaptiſts, and that there 
were a great number of Nonjurors among 
them, whereas I believe *twill be hard for 
Mr. B. to find one of that Character in the 
Whole Party, while he knows, there are 
many of the Church of England, who refuſe 
to {wear to the preſent Government. So 
that if we may judge of Mens Principles 
by their Practices, there is a conſiderable 
L Number of the Church Mr. B. relates to, 
Who are ill Aﬀected to the preſent Govern- 
mment, while Mr. B. can find no diſaffected 
Party, nor perhaps one. ditloyal Perion a- 
maong the Anabaptiſts. Let any one judge 
then, what Jultice there appears in this 
Man's Accuſations. Tis no hard matter to 
gueſs what Puniſhment this Gentleman 


wou'd 
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wou'd award to thoſe whom he accuſes 
ol ſuch Crimes as theſe, beſides the leveling 
| Principle of aſſerting, that none ought to 
be greater than other, and that Chriſtians 
+ oughtto enjoy all things in Common; of 
Þ Railing and Backbiting, and of Evil Surmi- 
| ſes, and of ſpeaking Evil of things which 

they underſtand not at all, which (he ſays) 

are numbred among the Works of Dark- 

„ neſs. But tis certain, this Accuſation will 
deſerve to be numbred among the Works 
of Darkneſs too, till the Truth of it be ſet 
in a clear Light. And as Mr. B. concludes 
in recommending to Mr. C. and other Ana- 
baptiſts, the ſerious Conſideration of the 1ith 
derſe of the Epiſtle of Jude, No wnto them, 
For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedily after the Error of Balaam for Reward, 

. Periſb'd in the Gain-ſaying of Corah; fol 

|þ | wiſh he had Explain'd his meaning: Do the 

"oh 


Anabaptiſts go in the way of Cain, by Envy- 

ing and Perſecuting their Brethren, becauſe 

more Righteous than themſelves ? Do they 

run greedily after the Error of Balaam for 

W Reward, in tempting others to Lewdneſs | 

| and Idolatry ? Or do they preſumptuoully | 

1 oppoſe divine Revelation, like thoſe that 

1 periſh'd in the gain- ſaying of Core ? Tis 

ſtrange that Mr. B. ſhould give himſelf the 
Liberty of Cenſuring Innocent Men in a 

Manner ſo groſs, and without any Proof 

We | or 
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or tolerable Appearance of Reaſon. Mr. B. 
would do well to beware leſt himſelf fall 
under the Guilt of any of thoſe Crimes 
with which he ſo liberally beſpatters his 
Neighbours. The Spirit of Perſecution he 
breaths in this Letter, ſeems too much ro 

reœſemble the Temper of Cain, and calls for 
Mr B-—s ferious Conſideration and Re- 
pentance. TG | 
S. 25. It were eaſie, Sir, to add to theſe 
Reflections many others that would not be 
impertinemt, but I think I have ſufficient- 
ly inſiſted on the moſt material things in 
Mr. B 's Letter. I give you leave to 
communicate this to whom you think fit, | 
but in a particular Manner 1 deſire Mr. 

B. may ſee it, in hopes it may diſengage him 

from his Prejudices, and induce him to think 
more humbly of himſelf, and more chart- 
tably of his honeſt Neighbours and other 

innocent People whom he has egregiouſly 
abus d. I conclude in offering my hearty 
Prayers to Almighty God to make him ſen- 
fible of his Error and of his unaccounta- 
ble Fury; to pardon his Raſhneſs, and want 
of Charity; and to give him a better Tem- 
per of Mind. I am 


SI; 
Tour wery humble Servant, 


Joſ. Stennett. 
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Teacher of the ds in Agmondeſham. 


* 
= Cd — — 
E — 


1 | 
0 HN BALL Late of St. Mary Hall, Oxon, 


— 


R. Seer e | 
Flouriſhes to the 
Gentleman he was \ 
writing to) begins 


at my firſt Para- 
graph, and becauſe he found therein ſome- 


what odd and uncommon, tranſcribes it 
verbatim 


4d. d. 1. 
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Mr. Sterinett's Remarks, &c. At 
verbatim, that you may the better obſer ve 
where it lies. And then after mature De- 
liberation, finds that my Defign in writ⸗ 
*1ng the Letter was to diſpute Mr. C. out 
of the eminent Title of Reverend, which I 
25 him, not thinking that I have com. 
matted any Abſurdity in ſo doing. For in 

the firſt Place, I allow him the/ Title of 
Reverend upon a civil Account, when TI 
give it him upon the Score of Age and 
_ Gravity ; but in the ſecond Place deny it him 
upon the Eccleſtaſtical Account, becaufe it 
belongs to thoſe Perſons that are legally en- 
ſtated in the Miniftry, in a peculiar and ſu- 
pereminent manner, as being * taken from 
among Men, and ordain'd for Men in things 
pertaining to God, that they may offer botli 
Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins. And now 
where was the Impropriety in making it 
the Deſign of my Letter to diſpute Mr. C. 
out of the eminent Title of Reverend? 
There ought to be no wonder why Men 
contend for Titles, becaufe to deny em theſe, 
ſometimes is to deny the Rank, Station or 
Office in which they are, or pretend to be 
plac'd. And this is the Cafe with —_ 
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* Hebr. 5. ver. 1. ] Inde non eft prorſus de nihilo, 
quod interdum magno ardore ſuper titulis inter Homines 
pugnatur 5 ideo quod Titulo denegato, denegari quoque 
alicui intelligantur Status, Munus, Poteſtas atq; Jura, que 
ifte titulus exprimere aut innuere ſolet. Sam. Pufend. 
lib. 1. Ca p. 1. Sec. 18. | | 


for I deny him this Title upon an Eccle- 

ſiaſtical Account, which is the very ſame 

as to deny him to be a Miniſter ; and by 
. proving that he had neither an ordinary or 
if an Extraordinary Vocation in the Miniftry, 
4 I ſhew'd that he could not lay any Claim 
| co this Title eminently in an Eccleſiaſtical 
Þ Senſe, or that he and the reſt of his Par- 
It tizans were no true Miniſters : This might 
ſerve as an Anſwer to all his Quibbles up- 
1 on this Point, but however I ſhall proceed. 
bl Ad F. 2. Mr. St. in the next place asks 
1 theſe Queſtions, vir. Did Mr. B. think it a 
"if difficult matter to Juſtify himſelf for omit- 
ting to give this Character to Mr. C. or 
. not? If he did, what need had he to 
bring all this Trouble upon himſelf with- 
out any Occaſion given? If he did not, 
| *why does he take up the whole Letter 
1 in juſtifying this Omiſſion? To deal 
1 plainly, I did not only think it a diffi- 
cult Matter to give Mr. C. this Chara- 
if Cter, but impoſſi ble, /a/va Conſcientia, to give 
i it him in that Senſe which I confin'd it to, 
- 
| 
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1. e. an Eccleſiaftical one. To have done 
this, had been to call the Laick a Divine, 
and to have reverenc'd him in that for which 
he ought to be deſpis'd. Beſides, to take 
up the whole Letter in juſtifying this Omiſ- 
ſion was requiſite, becauſe by diſputing him 
out of this Eminent Title in . 
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cal Senſe, I at the ſame time diſputed him 
out of all Claim to the Sacerdotal Office, 
which was what I propos'd to do, by ſhew- 
ing he had neither an ordinary or extraordi- 
nary Vocation in the Miniſtry. 
Ad F. 3. In the next Paragraph Mr. Sr. 
concludes that I have contraghth 
what I ſpoke of this Title of Reverend, 
and being tranſported with the Wit of 


Ridiculing my Neighbour, I have not em- 


ploy*d that good Senſe which is neceſſary 


to keep my ſelf from being Ridiculous: 


But this is meer Noiſe. For how have 1 
eontradicted, or made my felf ridiculous ? 
Is it a Contradiction to allow a Man a 
Title in one Senſe, and to refuſe it him in 
another? Muſt I appear ridiculous becauſe 
other Perſons make themſelves ſo 2 The 
Diſtinction of a civil and eccleſiaſtical Re- 


verence was obſerv'd throughout the Pa- 


ragraph without the leaſt contuſion, ſo that 
Qui capit, ipſe facit, if there be any Con- 
tradickion Mr. Sf. hignſelf is the Author of 
it. For he ſays in the very next Words, 
After all Mr. B. owns that Mr. C. deſer ves 


* this Title upon the Score of Age and gra- 


© vity, and if there be this good Reaſon 


to allow it him, why ſhould a long Let- 


* ter be written to ſhew the Reafon why 
he demies it him? I do indeed allow this 
Title to Mr. C. upon the Score of Age and 


1 Gravity, 
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ed my ſelf in 
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Gravity, but deny it him upon another 


Account, and therefore it was convenient 


I ſhould give a Reaſon, why I did ſo, and 


make this the Deſign of my long Letter; 
for by ſhowing that Mr. C. cou'd lay no 
claim to the Title of Reverend in an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Senſe, I at the ſame time prov'd, 


that he could lay no claim to the Mini- 


ſtry. And therefore ſeeing I did allow 
this Title to Mr. C. upon a, civil Account, 
why does he in the next Words infinuate 
that I abſolutely refus'd it him? If this 
be not a Contradittion to ſay I gave Mr. C. 


this Title on one Account, and at the ſame 
time to ſay Iabſolutely refus'd it him, what is? 


But 1 muſt by all Means have made 
Shipwrack of my Conſcience, becauſe © after 

having declar'd from * Levit. That we 
* ought to riſe up before the hoary Head, and 
© honour the Face of the old Man, I in the 
* very ſame Breath call him in Contempt 
*the old Turner, and compare him with 


© the old Smith. If the Calling of a Tur- 


ner or that of a Smith be fo contempti- 
ble as not to be worth mentioning, I 


adviſe all the Party not to make choice of 


thoſe for their Teachers, that have any 
thing to do with the Lare or Hammer. 
If they be not, I ſee not any Contempt 

8 expreſs'd 


* Levit. 19. 55 | 
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,Expreſs*'d in calling Men by the Name of 
their Profeſhons. "IS 
Ad FC. 4. It will be ſomewhat difficult 
to give a tolerable Conſtruction of Mr. S7's. 
Words at the Beginning of this Paragraph, 
but however I ſhall endeavour at it. His 
"Words are theſe, * But if the Title of Re- 
verend does not belong to Mr. C. becauſe 
tis a Tribute due to all old Men in ge- 
*neral, as Mr. B. argues, then it will fol- 
© low, that the Title of Reverend does not 
belong to any one of thoſe Miniſters, 
whom Mr. B. calls Ornaments of Learning 
and Piety by Way of Peculiarity and ſu- 
© pereminence, ' becauſe 'tis due upon this 
© Account to all Miniſters, who are Orna- 
ments of Learning and Piety in general. 
Now he makes me argue like himſelf, vix. 
falſely. For I allow this Title to all old 
Mien in general, and conſequently to Mr. 
C. (tho? not in that Senſe he would have 
it) as being one of the Particulars that 
make up the General. But I take this to 
- be the Quibble, that if the Title of Re- 
verend belongs to all Miniſters in general, 
then it does not belong to any one (that 
is, any ſingle Miniſter) by way of Pecu- 
liarity and Supereminence, becauſe all claim 
it. However this is not ad idem, for ad- 
mit any particular Miniſter does not claim 
this Title ſupereminently in reſpect of the 
„„ 1 reſt 


” A Reply to 
reſt of the Miniſters of God's Word, yet 
he does in reſpect of the People Anaba- 


ptiſts, Preſbyterians, &c. and all thoſe who 


were never admitted into holy Orders, 

In the following Words of this Para- 
graph Mr. St. ſeems to fear © that many 
© of our Miniſters muſt be refus'd this Ti- 


* tle of Reverend, if it be reſtrain'd to 
thoſe whoare Ornaments of Learning and 


© Piety, and yet thinks I wou'd not ſcru- 
ple to give ſuch Perſons the Title of 
Reverend had I an Occaſion to write to 


6 'em : then he extols Mr. C——S Know- 
*ledge in the Scriptures, acquir'd thro' his 


long and attentive Study of 'em, and his 


* exemplary Piety and Vertue, which abun- 


*dantly compenſate for his want of Lear- 
ning. But there was no Reaſon why M. S-. 
\ xmas reſtrain the Title of Reverend- to 
Mien of this Character. I am ſure T did 
Not, tho? had 1 done fo, there may more 
claim it rightly in a true Church, than 
can in a pretended, ſchiſmatical one, There 
is a twofold call to the miniſterial Fun&i- 
on, an inward, and an outward; the In- 
ward call reſpects the Diſpoſition of a Per- 
fon for ſuch an Employment ; * but it is 


the outward, or elſe an extraordinary one 


that authorizes him to execute the prieſtly 
. | | Office. 
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Office. And that Miniſter who wants theſe 


Ornaments of Learning and Piety to ſome 


Degree, has notwithſtanding an outward 
Call'to warrant him in the Diſcharge of 
the ſacred Function; ſo that was J to write 


to ſuch a Perſon, I ſhould not ſcruple to 
give him the Title of Reverend, becauſe 


he claims it from the Relation he bears 
between God and Man. Tho' at the ſame 
time, let Mr. C. and the reſt of his pre- 
tended Miniſters be never ſo great Orna- 


ments of Learning and Pity they can lay 


no Claim to the Title of Reverend in the 


| Senſe to which J reſtrain it, becauſe they have 


no more Power to warrant them in the 
Execution of the prieſtly Office, than the 


mahometan Mufty. 


Ad 9. 5. In this Paragraph according to 


Mr. St. I have not only impair'd my Ho- 
nour, but made a Breach of Charity (I 
ſuppoſe. of Faith too, becauſe not great e- 


nough to endue me to believe that Mr. C. 
is a true Paſtor) by reproaching the ve- 


_ © nerable old Man with ſowing Feuds and 
Animoſities among Chriſtians, without any 


£ Regard to Charity, and fo making him 
no more than ſounding Braſs or a tinkling 
* Cymbal, Whether I have made a Breach 


of Charity by accuſing the venerable old 


Man with theſe enormous Prattices, or 


Whether there be any Neceſſity (as he ſup- 
TE. 4 | poles) 
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. A Reply to 
poſes) of looking into Mr. C-—'s Heart 
to frame this Accuſation, let the World 
judge. I think his Actions ſufficient for 
this, without looking any farther. For is 
Not that Man highly uncharitable, who 
maintains and preaches ſuch Doctrines, as 

conclude moſt of the World under the 
State. of eternal Perdition .from the early 
times of Chriſtianity even till this Day, un- 
leſs we admit they were ſav'd by extraor- 
dinary and uncoyenanted ads of God's Mer- 
cy? And does not Mr. C. do this when 
he declares Infant Baptiſm to be a Nullity ? 
And is it not a plain Demonſtration that 
he thinks it to be a Nullity, when he re- 
baptizes thoſe who have been baptiz'd in 
their Infancy ? Is not that Perſon un- 
charitable who preaches ſuch Doctrine as 
makes it impoſſible for Chriſtians to dwell 
together in the ſame Communion, and fre- 
quent the ſame Places of Worſhip ? And 
does not Mr. C. do this, when he allows 
and encourages People to. ſeparate from an 
eſtabliſh'd Church upon Points that are 

Diſputable, when at the ſame. time they 
agree in thoſe which are fundamental? Nay, 
* Mr. Temb's a great Defender of Antipæ- 
dobaptiſin in his Anſwer to Mr. Marſbal, who 
ſaid, * That the Teachers of this Opinion, 

| | | FF where- | 


— A | 
* Tombs againſt Marſbal, P. 31. 
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© where-ever they prevail, take their Proſe- 
"© lytes wholly off from the "Miniſtry of 
„the Word, Sacraments, and all other Acts 
of Chriſtian Communion both publick and 
private, with any but thoſe of their own 
Opinion. Mr. Tombs I ſay expreſſes an ab- 
© horrence of this Practice, and replies; this 
is indeed a, wicked Practice, juſtly to be 
| © abhorred. The making of Sects upon Dif- 
| ©ference of Opinions, reviling, ſeparating 
from their Teachers and Brethren other- 
© wife Faithful, becauſe there is not the 
ſame Opinion in Uiſputable Points; or in 
clear Truths not fundamental; is a thin 
too frequent in all ſorts of Dogmatiſts, 


c. I look upon it as one of the greateſt 
Plagues of Chriſtianity. Lou ſhall have 


«me join with you in ſhewing my Deteſta- 
tion of it. There is no doubt but this 
Gentleman had in Mind the Advice and 


Caution of the holy Apoſtles concerning 


ſuch Doings, to inſtance only in * St Paul, 
Now I beſeech you Brethren, mark them which 
cauſe Diviſions and ' Offences, contrary to the 
Doctrine which ye have learn'd, and avoid them. 


For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Bell); and by good 
Words and fair Speeches deceive the 78 
of the Simple. = | 
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n 
o that (as Mr. Sz. ſays) let the good 


People of Agmondeſpam (a fine Wheedle !) 


judge for themſelves, and if there are now 
any Feuds and Animoſities among em on 


the Account of Religion, I ſuppoſe they 


know to whom to aſcribe them, wiz.” to 
Mr. C. and other ſchiſmatical Preachers. 


Ad h. 6. But Mr. S-. thinks 'tis time 
to have done with this part of my Letter, 
which he ſhould not have dwelt on fo 

long, had not I inſulted Mr. C. with an 
© Incivility equal to my Abſurdity, and af 


© fronted good Manners, as much as I have 
© done good Senſe. However, this is all ſup- 
pos'd, and not one thing prov'd; I queſti- 
on not but I have ſufficiently clear'd my 


{elf from Abſurdity, and by doing ſo, have 


ſhown that I have not offended good Senſe. 


If I have been guilty of ill Manners, it 


muſt be in denying Mr. C. the Title of 


Reverend in an Eccleſiaſtical Senſe, but at 


that rate I ſhall always be unmannerly, un- 
teſs Mr. St. can prove him to be a true 
r * 1.97 
Ad F. 7. And now Mr. St. after having 
ſpent abundance of Quibble about the Ti- 
tle of Reverend, at laſt arrives at the Pro- 
poſition laid down to diſprove Mr. C——s 
ordinary Vocation in the Miniſtry ; and by 
the. way, he is pleas'd to make theſe Refle- 
ctions, wiz, That I needed not to have put 
0 3; <0 + ne WY 
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* my {elf to the trouble of formally proving 
that the * Commiſſiou of Chriſt did not only 
«© reſpect the Apoſtles to whom it was immediati 
given, but all true Miniſters to the end of the 
© /orld, becauſe he preſumes Mr. C. wou'd 
© readily have granted it. Then he carps at 
tthe little Greek Quotation, becauſe I made 
4]- no Remarks upon the Original Text to Elu- 
© cidate the Engliſh Tranſlation ; and laſtly, 
he approves not of the ſcrap of Latin, my 
© Philoſophical Axioms, and Syllogiſms; be- 
© cauſe I wrote ro one whom I thought al- 
moſt ignorant of his Primer. 
Now whether Mr. C. wou'd have readi- 
ly granted that the Commiſſion of our Sa- 
viour did include a Succeſſion of Miniſters, 
to the end of the World, I am not capable 
to determine, nor perhaps Mr. St. himſelf; 
however, it he wou'd have granted this, L 
can't find the Proof to be ſuperfluous, be- 
_ cauſe had he been put to the Tryal, he cou'd 
not regularly have made it appear, and 
therefore in doing this, I did not only rub 
up his Memory, but inform his Judgment. 
And if Mr. St. allows thus much, 2. e. Succeſ- 
ſion to be included in the Commiſſion of 
our Saviour, why does he reject Apoſtolical 
Succeſſion, as not neceflary for the Qualifica- 
tion of Miniſters? But perhaps he will 
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fay he has not allow'd thus much, for his | 


Words are true Miniſters, which he ſup- 
poſes may be without Succeſſion. If then 


by theſe Words he means not the ſame 
thing that I did by Apoſtolical Succeſſion, 


why is he ſo Equivocating and Diſingenuous 
in repreſenting my Argument? My Argu- 


ment was, to prove that Chriſt's Commiſſi- 


on to the Apoſtles did include them and all 
ſuch, only as ſhou'd ſucceſſively derive Au- 


thority from them. If therefore Mr. Stennet 5 


has any other meaning in this place than this 
by the Words true Miniſters, T not onl 

charge Him with Equivocation, but di 
challenge him to prove, how there can be 
true Miniſters without Apoſtolical Succeſ- 
ſion? Thoſe who pretend to the Miniſtry, 
and at the ſame time, derive not their Au- 


thority from the Apoſtles, are ſuch Mini- 


ſters in the Chriſtian Prieſthood, as were 


Korah, Dathan and Abiram, in that of the 


Jews; that is, they ſet up themſelves, or are 
Conſtituted by the People, who have juſt 
the ſame Authority to warrant them, in the 


intermedling with ſacred things under the 
Goſpel, as thoſe had under the Law, viz. 


none at all. 1. 

But why Mr. St. ſhould take Offence at 
the little Greek Quotation s 0 por md4on 
Eso, Cc. T underſtand not. That fo ſmall 


2 thing ſhou'd come under ſo ſevere a Cen- 


. ſure? 


d 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 33 
ſure ? What a terrible buſineſs muſt it have 
been, had I tranſcrib'd the whole Verſe? 
I thought there was no neceſſity to Criti- 
ciſe upon the Original, to Elucidate the 
the Engliſh Tranſlation, becauſe that was 


clear enough in it felt ; but however, I made 
Remarks upon the import of it, and that 


was to my purpoſe. And where the Crime 
was in quoting ſome of, and making Obſer- 
vation upon the Original, I know not, un- 


leſs: it be unlawful to quote Scripture; for 


the Original alone is pure Scripture, the 
Engliſh is but a Tranſlation of Scripture. 


But belike Mr. Sf. ſays, I thought it 


very Edifying to adorn my Letter with a 
little Greek, as I do afterwards with a Scrap 
or two of Latin, my Philoſophical Axioms, 


and Syllogiſms. Now here are at leaſt two 
Sheets made of one, and four of two; for 
I produc'd but one Axiom and one Syllogiſm, 


and if Scraps of Latin and Greek be not 
Edifying, yet they are Ornamental; ſo that 
I have committed nothing Indecent upon 
this Account. 5 | 110% 

But Mr. St. blames me in that I did 
this when I wrote to a Man, whom at the 


ſame time I rhoughr almoſt ignorant of his 
Primer; very well! And upon this Con- 
ſideration I put what I wrote into Engliſh, 


and therefore if he underſtands his Mother 


Tongue, 


8 77 FE beef de 
The Syllogiſm is the next thing that is 


found Fault with, but without Reaſon. 
For a Syllogiſm is the moſt compendious 


thing to inform the Judgment, confuts the 
Cavils, and confound the Obſtinacy of Er- 
roneous Perſons, altho? they know not how 
to reſolve it into its firſt Principles, ani] are 
uncapable of underſtanding Mood and Fi- 


gure. And this is the Reaton why alll Dif-- 


ſenters are ſuch deadly Enemies to Sy lo- 
giſms, becauſe theſe are as deadly fine: 


mies to Falſity, which ſpreads it ſelf tnigh- 


tily thro' the whole Body of Fanat iciſm. 
Take another Inſtance, Mr. Sr. himfelf 
grants, That thoſe who inſtruct others, 


Fought to meditate upon Scripture, and 


make uſe of various Annotations, and o- 
ther 1 to explain it, that are ex- 


stant in the Engliſh Tongue, as ſuppoſing. 
they at the ſame time want human Learn- 


ing; and it ſo, this Syllogiſm may be 
© form'd, vlg. | 7 5412 
W hoſoever he be that can't read one Word 
of the Scripture, nor make uſe of various An- 
notations that are extant in the Engliſh 
Tongue to explain it, is unfit for a Preach- 
er. : 2) 

But there is a certain Perſon who preach- 


es among the Ana bapliſts, who can't read 


one 


Tongue, he may know the Meaning of 


Grad ff 


«© . Ma _»_—— 11. 


* ee, 7 Tan *. 55 


one Word of the Scripture, nor make uſe of 
various Annotations that are extant in the 
Eoglth to explain it. 

I Therefore, that certain perſon ns tonchi 
es among the Anabaptiſts, &c. ig unfit for a 
Preacher. _ ”-— 

Now this Syllogiſm flaſhes Conviftion 
and arraigns this ignorant Fellow of Im- 
pudence in his bold Undertaking, and the 
Anabaptiſts at leaſt of Imprudence for mak- 
ing choice of him to be a Preacher, who 

is unfit for that Office, if they agree with 
Mr. St's own Conceſſion.  . .. 
Beſides the Sy llogiſm which was brought 
_ to. diſprove: Mr. C's ordinary Vocation in 
the Miniſtry, was built upon the preceding 
Axiom, which is a ſelf-evident Principle, 
and ſo was edifying to any that wou'd 


give their Attention, For 1 ſhew'd from the 


Text, that the Power of Ordination Was 


firſt in Chriſt himſelf, as being Oeard g , 


both God and Man, and becauſe it was a 
Free Gift, it was appropriated to thoſe par- 
ticular Perſons, to Whom it was given, and 
ſo not at every ones Claim or Diſpoſal. And 
from hence I reſolv'd the —_ into this 
Axiom, Nil dat quod in ſe non haber, nothing 
can give that Which it ſelf has not; and 
therefore ſeeing this Gift was beſtow'd by 

our Saviour upon none beſide the Apo- 
les, it — Ore That thoſe who 
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| Apoſtolical Succeſſion ; otherwiſe they are 


Ufurpers of the ſacred Function, and claim 


a Power, which they never had a Right to. 
This is the plain Content of the Sy llogiſm, 
and is as clear as the Sun: beams; and there- 
fore Mr. St. was not offended with the Ax- 
10m and Syllogiſm, merely as ſuch, but be- 
cauſe the Syllogiſm built upon undoubted 


Truth, made it evident, that he and the 
reſt of his pretended Teachers, have no 
Warrant or Authority to countenance their 
bold and preſumptuous Undertaking, fee-. |} 
ing they are not able to give the leaſt Hint, 


* 


how, when or where they came by the mi- 
niſterial Power. N 


Ad b. 8, 9. Mr. St. at laſt is got to the 
\Argament whereon the whole Streſs lies to 


diſprove Mr. C's ordinary Vocation in the 


Miniſtry, viz. That if Mr. C. has a Right. 
of adminiſtring the Word and Sacraments, 


he muſt prove his Miſſion from Apoſtolical 
© Succeſſion, or a continu'd Succeſſion of 
«Miniſtry from the Apoſtles. But Mr. 


C. has had no continu'd Succeſſion of Mi- 


niſtry from the A poſtles, Therefore he has 
no Right of Adminiſtring the Word and 
© Sacraments, &c. 1 „ 
Too this Mr. St. objects, That I am not 


© aware, that if this Argument proves any 


I thing 


pretend to adminiſter the Word and Sacra- 
ments, ſhou'd derive their Authority from 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, & c. 57 
_ thing, it proves too much, and will ſhake 
the Authority of the Miniſters of the 
Church of England, and indeed of all other 
Churches, as well as that of Mr. C. For 1 
deſire Mr. B. would produce one Miniſter 
*who is able clearly to prove the ſucceſſive 

© Derivation of his Miniſtry from Hand to 
Fand without Interruption from the Apo- 
© ftles:-=— Other Objections he raiſes agamſt 
this Poſition from the Defect of Records. 
And from the Peoples being diſſatiſ- 

* fied in this Caſe, unleſs they were capable 
"of exdmining the Hiſtory of the Church 
©for above 1600 Years, &r. i 

But before Mr. St. had piſh'd away an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Miniſters from 
the Apoſtles, he ought firſt to have given 
an Anſwer to what I brought to prove that 
ſuch a Succeſſion was neceſſary (in an or- 
dinary way) for the Qualification of Mi- 
niſters; if at the ſame time we admit that 
there can be given no Proof -of ſuch a Sue- 
ceſſion among us. But alas! he found this 
not only difficult, but impoſſible, and there- 
fore inſtead of this (as we before obfer vd) 
he nibbles at the little Greek Quotation, 
the Philoſophical Axioms, and Sy llogiſms, 
as he is pleas'd to call one Axiom, and one 
Syllogiſm, and this he thinks ſufficient for 
his Furpoſe, without ſhewing either of 
their being miſ- grounded, or that they were 
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impertinent to that, which they were 


brought to prove. And if he thinks ſuch 
Flams will paſs for right Reaſoning, he en- 


tertains a very ſlender Opinion of the Wiſ- 
dom of this Age; and ſeems to intimate 


that the reſt of Mankind are full as igno- 


rant as thoſe of his own Sect; and that be- 


cauſe he can bubble a few filly People out 


of their Chriftian Names, he may at the 


fame Rate thruſt his unreaſonable Impoſi- 


tions upon the whole World. And there- 


fore ſeeing Mr. St. has not ſhewn where the 


Invalidity of the Argument lay, which was 
produc'd to demonſtrate the Neceſſity of 


deriving the miniſterial Authority from 


Apoſtolick Hands, but inſtead of proving 


the contrary, is only pleas'd to take No- 
_ rice that I quoted part of the Original Text, 
that there were philoſophical Axioms and 


Syllogiſms in the Caſe, this might be ſut- 
ficient for the preſent, to induce us to 
think, that what I ſaid in this Point was 


firm and true, without — any further 


Proof of the Matter till he ſhall ſhew it 
to be falſe, or at leaſt nothing to the Pur- 
poſe. For I appeal to the Senſe of Mankind, 
whether it does not wonderfully invalidate - 
my Aſſertion, to ſay that Mr. B. being a- 
bout to prove the Neceſſity of deriving the 
miniſterial Authority from Apoſtolick Hands, 


| quoted Part of the Original Text, laid down 


— 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 59 
philoſophical Axioms, and form'd Syllo- 
giſms? If this will carry the Stamp of ſo- 
lid Reaſon, I confeſs Mr. St. has over- 
turn'd my whole Fabrick, and thoſe” of his 
own Party, who can read, may give a ſa- 
tisfactory Reply to the moſt learned Author 
in the World, for *tis but ſaying Mr. ſuch a 
one, . about the Proof of ſuch a Pro- 
poſition, ſuppoſe Infant Baptiſm, in doing 
of it, he quoted part of the Original Text, 
laid down Axioms, and made Syllogiſms, 
and then down tumbles the whole Build - 
ing, the Author is baffl'd, and what he 
ſaid was nothing to the Purpoſe; ſo that 
at this Rate, the only way to overcome 
an Antagoniſt, is to repeat what himſelf 
wrote. This would indeed be an excellent 
way to maintain the diſſenting Cauſe a- 
gainſt the Church of Eagland, becauſe what 
= write very ſeldom amounts to a much 
higher Anſwer. [CBE FAR, 3h? 120 
But wheß Mr. Sf. affirms, that this Ar- 
gument taken from Apoſtolical Succeſſion 
ſhakes the Authority of the Church of 

England, and all other Churches beſides 
that of Mr. C's. he ſeems to forget the 
Conſtitution of the Church of Exgland, 
and that of foreign Churches. It does in- 
deed . ſhake the Authority of Mr. C's 
Church, if T may by an Abuſe of the Word 
apply it to a collected Number of Schiſ- 
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matical and Seditious Perſons; but it does 


no harm to thoſe which are real and true 


Churches, for their Foundations are laid 


upon a Rock; againſt which no Storm or 


Tempeſt can prevail, much leſs a few Quib- 


bles and petty Sopluſms. 


As Epiſcopacy was planted by the * Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, ſo we find that the Refor- 


mers from the Superſtitions of the Church 


of Rome, did approve and embrace the ſame, 
as an Apoſtolical Inſtitution. 


The Waldenſes affirm'd, That they had 


lawful Biſhops, and a lawful uninterrupted 


Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. 


The Bohemians kept to Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment : As we have their own Teſtimony in 


the Preface of their Book, Entituled, Ratzo, 


Diſcipline, Ordiniſq, Eccleſi aſtici in unitate fra- 


trum Bohemorum; Publiſh'd by themſelves. 


The Lutherans retained Biſhops as Apo- 
ſtolical both in name and thing, in the King- 
doms of Sweaez and Denmark, and the thing 
under another name of Superintendents in 
German). 


The 
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ASabemus annumerare eos, qui ab Apoſtolis inftituti 
unt epilcopi in Ecclehis, & ſuccetfores eorum uſque ad nos 
aui nil tale docuerunt, neque cognoverunt, quale ab his de- 
ſed quoniam valde longum eſt, in hoc tali vo- 


liratur. 


iumine omnium Eccleſiarum enumerare ſucceſſiones, max- 
me, & antiquiſſimæ, & omnibus cognitæ, a glorioſiſſimis 

duchus Apoſtolis Petro & Paulo Rome fundatæ & conftitu- 
tx F<cletz, Oc. ren aus, lib. 3. C. Jo 
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The Confeſſion of + Saxony is ſubſcribed 


by ſeventeen Superintendents. 


The || Szevick Confeſſion expoſtulates upon 


great Injury done to their Churches, as the? 


the Subverſion of the Dignity and Power 
of their Prelates was intended. And in the 
* Rights of che Civil Magiſtrate, they are ex- 
preſly for the Divine Juriſdiction of Biſhops. 
N or Hel vetiaus in 
Switzerland. F 
How far Calvin was for this Government. 
(to omit all other Proofs) may be ſeen in 
his + Inſtitutions. 
Nay thoſe of the Geneva Platform, his Suc- 


ceſſors, are ſo far from oppoſing Epiſcopacy 


as Apoſtolical, that they look upon their 
being depriv'd of it, as a great Unhappi- 
neſs, and make Neceſſity their only Plea : 
Thus they have publickly own'd, in their 
late Letter to the famous Univerſity of Ox- 


ford. And when the Divine Right of their 


Government was aſſerted in the Synod of 
Dort, they were fo far from oppoling of it 


as ſuch, that the Preſident in the Name of 
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1 Harm Confeſs. ſec. 19. p. 290. U Ser. 11. p. 85 
* Cap. 33. See more by Mr. Durel. | 
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+ Vetum {i rem omiſſo vocabulo intuemur, reperiemus 

veteres E piſcopos non aliam regendæ Eccleſiæ formam volu- 
ifs fingere quam Deus verbo ſuo przſcriplig. Calv, Inſtis. . 
4. C's 4. See. 4. | : . : 
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the reſt ſtood up, and ſaid, & Domine, non li- 
cet vobis eſſe tam fel ices, we may not be ſuch 
happy Men. J En 
And as Epiſcopal Government is by all 
Churches allow*d to be Divine and Apoſto- 


| lical, fo we never wanted that Government 
till the Times of our late Rebellion, after 


which it was (by the miraculous Favour 
of God) reſtor'd. For as we can't give the 
leaſt inſtance of its Defection, ſo in Hiſtory 
we ſhall always find the ſame Government 
on foot, when there is the leaſt Occaſion given 
to take notice of it. And becauſe Mr. Sr. 


has put me to an unneceſſary Trouble, in 


requiring the Proof of that which all the 
World grants, I ſhall for my own Eaſe, and 
better Expedition, venture to tranſcribe the 

Subſtance of what the Learn'd and Right 
Reverend, the Biſhop of Worceſter, has ſaid, © 
in his + Hiftorical Account of Church-Go- 


4, vernment, Cc. to prove that Epiſcopacy 
Was fettled here, as it was in other Coun- 


« Firſt, we find at the Council of Arles, 
(which was calPd by Conrſtaztize the Great, 
in the Year 314) as there were ſome of all 


the three Orders out of every one of the 


* Weſtern 
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* Biſhop Hall in his Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, par. 1. 
rap. 1. ＋ Cap. 3. p. 71, 72, 72, 74. &c. 4 1 
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Meſtern Provinces, ſo there were || out of 
© Britain, three Biſhops, one Prieſt, and one 
© Deacon.-—— What the Power of each Bi- 
* ſhop was then in his Dioceſe, it may partly 
© be underſtood from the eighteenth Canon 
of that Council as it is in that ancient 
© Manuſcript of the Councils in the Library 
at Sarum, which was writ before the Nor- 
man Conqueſt, Theſe are the Words of it, 

For the Deacons of Rome, that they take 
+ © not upon them there, on their own Account 
© but that Honour be reſerved to the Presby- 
ters. And that the Presbyters do nothing 
© without leave of the Biſhop. Which 
Words ſet forch the Epiſcopal Power to the 
ſame Effect, with thoſe in the + Epiſtles of 
Ignatius Biſhop of Antioch, often produced in 
defence of Epiſcopal Authority.— * With- 
in twelve Years after the Council of Arles 
* was the firſt Nicexe Council. — Among 
the Canons of this Council, we have ex- 
* preſs mention of Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
_ © cons, which three Orders are therein ſup- 
_ 2 164 poſed 


— 
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|} Concil. Arelat. Subſcript. poſt Canones. 
De Diaconis urbicis, ut non aliquid pro ſe ibi præſu- 
mant, fed Honor Presbyteris reſervetur. Et Presbyteri 
ſine Conſcientia Epiſcopi nihil faciant. Concil. Arelat, 1 

Can. 18. Vf. 
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 *poſed to be in all Churches; and in the 
* fifth, eighth, twelfth, thirteenth, ſixteenth, 
Leighteenth and nineteenth, the Biſhop is 


* ſpoken of, as having the ſole Power of Or- 
dination and Juriſdiction.— And that 


the Britiſh Church conſented to theſe Ca- 
Fnons, we have more than Preſumption for 
it from the Emperour-himſelf ; who decla- 


* ring that the Councils Rule concerning 


* Faſter was receiv'd in the Provinces, faith 
* | exprelly, it was receiv'd in Britain.—— 


* Sure enough the Vicene Creed was receiv'd 
f by the Biſhops of Britain, as well as by 
* thoſe of the other Provinces which were 
not preſent at the Council: So much ap- 
* pear'd by * their Letters to St. Hilary, and 
* + the great Athanaſias. It alſo appears, that 
they approv*'d of the Judgment of the Sar- 
* dicay Council in Behalt of Athanaſius a- 


*oainſt his Adverſaries — And tho? it does 


not appear that any of the Britiſh Biſhops 
verre then preſent at Sarazca--- Yet ſeveral of 
our Biſhops were preſent ſoon after at the 
Council of Ariminum faith Sulpitius Severus, 
ho tells us, that three of them had their 
Biſhopricks ſo meanly endow'd, that the 

f were forc'd to lie there at the publick 
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Euſeb. Life of Conſt, M. III. cap. 18. 
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And that this Church continu'd under 


the ſame Epiſcopal Government, after this 
Illand was broken off from the Roman 
Empire; (beſide what may be gathered 
from the Lives of Dubricius, David, Pa- 


ternus, and many other of the old Britiſh 
+ Biſhops) we find it in two unqueſtiona- 


© ble Authors, which are all that from their 
© own Knowledge have given us any In- 
„formation of the things of that Age. 


© One was Gildas that writ about the 


ear five hundred and ſixty, a little more 
*than-a hundred Years after the Saxons 


came hither. He * tells us, that they be- 
ing Heathens, had deſtroy'd Religion where 
they came; they kill'd the Governours of 
the Church with the Presbyters, and Peo- 
© ple : Where, that he means Biſhops by the 
* Governours, it appears by + that which 
© follows after. For he || ſhews the Bri- 
© tains that eſcap'd out of their Hands had 
* ſtill the three Orders remaining among 


them, of Biſhops, or other Sacerdotes, or 
*© Clerks. — What it was about forty Years 
_ © after, when Gregory the firſt ſent his Mil- 
_ *{tonaries hither, we have no better Au- 


* thority to inform us than * Beda, who 
©liv'd within a hundred Years of that time. 
He 
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= Gild. de excid. Brit. N 1 p· 1009. + Tb, J. 2. p. 10. 18. 
1b. I. 2. p. 10. 17. * Bed. hiſt. I. 27. p. 85. 
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* He tells us, that when Auſtin the Monk 
zenquir'd how he ought to behave him- 
ſelf toward the Biſhops of the French and 
, ot the Britains; the Pope, that knew 
what his Monk would be at, anſwered 


him to the Point, we give thee no Au- 


6 thor ity over the Biſhops of France, for we © 


. ought not to deprive the Biſhop of Arles 


. of the Authority which he hath receiv'd 
from us, to be their Metropolitan. 
But + all the Biſhops of Britain we com- 
mit ro thee——But to our Purpoſe, I can- 
not but obſerve ; that in Britain, as well 
C . | . 

as in France, there were Bifhops that 


* might paſs Muſter well enough, if the 


Tope might be allow'd to lord it over 


_ Uhem.- 


* Accordingly, when Auſtin came to treat 
* with the Britains, we find || that the Trea- 
*ty on their Part was managed firſt hy 


© their Biſhops and learn'd Men, without 


© any mention of Number ; and afterwards 
by their ſeven Biſhops and many learn'd 


Men with them. 


And therefore, except that Diſpute * 
bout the Supremacy, there was no other 
Difference in Point of Government, be- 
© tween that which the Romans brought 
= | © hither 
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© kither into Eugland, and that which at 
their coming they found ſetled here in the 
© Britiſh Church. On both Parts there was 
© a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, the ſame that Was 
© then in France, and in [aly, from which 
Countries Auſtin brought his Patterns 
© along with him: And as well the Bri- 
© tains as the Engliſh have continued that 
_ © Epiſcopacy by Succeſſion in moſt of the 
* {ſame Biſhops Sees that then were to this 
N N 

5 — therefore ſeeing it is plain that E- 
piſcopal Government was univerſally recei- 
v'd in the Church as an Apoſtolical Inſti- 
tution, and that it met not with any Op- 
poſition as ſuch, but from a few late Aſpi- 


ring Perſons, who had a Mind to ſhow 


more Reading than Judgment, and have 
been baffl'd out of all their vain and idle 


Pretences by the learn'd Doctor Hammond, 


and other Champions for theEpiſcopal Cauſe, 
and ſeeing that we have as clear a Proof 
of our Succeſſion of Government from the 
very firſt Plantation of it, as things of this 


Nature are capable. of, Mr. St. acts very 


unreaſonably, when he demands a Proof of 
every perſonal Succeſſion from the times of 
the Apoſtles down to our own. For a Suc- 
ceſſion of Government neceſſarily includes 
a Succeſſion of Perſons in the ſame Govern- 


ment. 
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ment. And altho' we can't in all Churches 
find a particular and accurate Catalogue of 
the Succeſſion of every individual Biſhop, 
do we find any Inſtance of any other ſort 
of Government, or that this Succeſſion has 
been ſo broken as that it never return'd ? 
If this might be done, it were ſomething 
to the purpoſe, but it is not ſo much as 
pretended in the Exception. 
i But otherwiſe becauſe the particular Suc- 
I cefſion of Perſons in any Biſhoprick has not 
[8 been preſerv'd, to conclude that therefore 
| there was no Evidence of the Epiſcopal 
Form of Government, or that it has been 
1 interrupted, is the ſame thing as if any Man 

{ ſhould conclude, that there never was any 
ancient Monarchs in the World, becauſe 
| in all their Hiſtories there be ſome Flaws, 
Dtefects, or Diſagreements as to the Names 
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| of Perſons in the Succeſſion: Or diſcard 

| Adam from being the Root and Parent of 

a all Mankind, becauſe we cannot trace out 

; the particular Deſcent of every Perſon in, > 
is Generation from our own Time, up to 

| 


that of our Great-Grandmother Eve's. 
But I think it ſufficient, that where we 
' -Hind an eſtabliſn'd Monarchy, altho' we 
| meet with ſome Intervals of Hiſtory, in 
5 which the Princes Names then reigning, 
F are not certain, or forgotten, and yet have 
no Records to ſhow that the Government 
| > | Was 
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was chang'd into a Common- wealth, to con- 
clude without Scruple, that the Monarchical 

Government was all that time preſerv'd. And 
that is the Caſe of Epiſcopal Government 
in the Church ; for ar all Times, and in 

all Places, where and when Records have 
been preſerv'd, the ſame Form was always 
practis'd, and therefore we may very ſafely 
and rationally conclade, that the ſame was 
obſer v'd in thoſe ſhort Chaſms and Inter- 


vals of Time (if we allow any ſuch) in 


which they have been loſt: Tho' the Re- 
giſter of particular Perſons is not ſo won- 
derful defective, but in many Places their 
very Names are plainly enough recorded. 


And therefore I ſhall beg leave to con- 


clude thus, that, That Form of Govern- 
ment (which has been by the Conſent of 
the Catholick Church in all Ages, and in 
Places, as Apoſtolick, and not the laſt 
Inſtance can be given of it's Defection) is 
from Apoſtolical Succeſſion uninterrupted : . 
But ſuch is the Government of the Church 
of Engand: Therefore her Government is 
from Apoltolical Succeſſion, and conſequent- 
ly her Miniſters have a Right of admini- 
ſtring the Word and Sacraments from A- 
poſtolical Succeſhon, _ 5s reps 
What Mr. S. objects concerning the Peo- 
ples incapacity of being ſatisfied with the 


la wfulneſs of their Miniſtry, if we make 


Apo- 
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A Reply to 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion neceſſary, it's not to 
the Purpoſe. For admit they can't give 


this Proof it matters not, ſo long as others 


can. We will excuſe them from this la- 
borious Search into Antiquity, if they will 
peaceably walk in obedience to their Go. 
vernours that are ſet over them, as they 


ought todo. For though they are of them- 


felves inſufficient to arrive at a plenary Sa- 
tisfaction in this Point, yet they ha ve as 
much Reaſon to reſt contentedly under 
the Miniſtry of the Church of England, as 


under that of the Diſſenters, becauſe we can 


at leaft claim as much Power to warrant us in 


the Diſcharge of the miniſterial Office, as 


themſelves can, admit we could give no 


Proof of Apoſtolical Succeſſion. And there- 
fore they ought not to erect their own new 
fanciful Models in Oppoſition to the- pre- 


fent Eftabiſhment, when in ſo doing, they 


not only bring a Scandal upon Chriſtiani- 
ty in general, but create Diſturbances in 
Church and Stare. And I muſt over and 


above all this tell, Mr. St. that where Truth 
is concern'd, there we muſt not tamely 
give up the Cudgels, and comply with 
Falſhood to pleaſe the Multitude : 'Tis a 
Command in Scripture, * Follow not a Maul- 
titude to do Evil. | Yer 
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Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 71 
Next Mr. S. ſays, Neither am I bet- 


© ter” founded when I ſay afterwards, That 


Mr. C. can't have ſuch a Succeſſion becauſe 
© the Names and Tenets of the Anabaptiſts 
© were not heard of till the Middle of the 
third Century. For ſuppoſe an Anabaptiſt 
© was not heard of till that Time, that does 
not hindergbut the firſt Anabaptiſt Mini- 
© ſter might derive his Miniſtry from the 
© Apoſtles as well as others, and tranſmit 
it by Succeſſion down to future Ages as 
© well as they. Next if I pretend the 


_ © Miniſtry thus tranſmitted would ceaſe to 


© be lawful (as ſuppoſing Anabaptiſm He- 
© reſie) then this would fall hard upon the 
Church of England, who have deriv'd Or- 
ders immediately from Hereticks, Go 


Ad d. 10. But this is as much to the 


purpoſe, as what he has ſaid before, vis. 
not at all. For I ſpoke nothing concer- 
ning Ordination deriv'd from Herèticks, nor 
mention'd one Word of their ceaſing to be 
valid, if they were. There muſt be ſome- 
thing ſaid by thoſe who endeavour to ſup- 
port a bad Cauſe, otherwiſe it would quick- 


ly fall; but when once the Impertinence, 


and Weakneſs. of their Arguments is diſco- 
ver'd, it makes bad worſe, and plainly ſhews 


they contend not for Truth, but obſtinate- 


ly to maintain Fal ſhood. 
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I grant, That thoſe Perſons, who have 


been inveſted with the Power of Ordinati- 
on, and afterwards lapſe into Hereſie, or 
Schiſm, ought to have their Hands tied from 


Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. But at the ſame 


time they loſe not the Power they were en- 


dow'd with, altho* they are kept from the 
Exerciſe of it. Such Perſons after an Ac- 


knowledgment of their Errors, and a publick 


fatisfactory Recantation, may be again re- 
ſtor'd to their primitive Stations, and put 
others into the Miniſtry without Re- ordi- 
% cr i 
But becauſe Ordination has been imme- 
diately tranſmitted from Heretical Hands 
to other Men, * it does not by any Means 
become invalid; for any heretical Biſhop that 
has been rightly ordained quoad Formam, 
does {till remain in the Power to ordain 


others. He can give them the ſame Power 
he is inveſted with himſelf, altho' he can 


empower no Maa to preach, or maintain his 
Errors; for this he never had any Commiſ- 
ſion, for the other he had: So that he no 
ſooner pretends to give a Power to another 

| CES 7-5 to 
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* Thus much St. Ferome grants in his Book Contra Lucife- 
rianos, and St. Auguſtine in that he writes againſt the Dona- 
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them, and ſo could Aut 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 73 
to propagate his Anti-ſcriptural Doctrines, 
but it as ſoon ceaſes to be Valid; nor does 


he any ſooner give the Power of Ordinati- 


on, which he was before Legally inveſted 


with, but it as ſoon takes Effet. And there- 


fore, although many of the Biſhops of the 


Church of England before the Reformation, 


were ordained by thoſe who were tainted 
with Superſtition and Idolatry, yet this 


their Ordination was firm and valid, becauſe 


they receiv'd it from thoſe who were inveſt= 
ed with the Power of Ordination before 
thorize others in the 
{ame Commiſhon. „ 
This will appear yet more plain, if we 
take a familiar Inſtance. Suppoſe a Prince 
to have given to a particuſar number of 
Men Authority to preſide over Civil Affairs 
within his own Dominion, that they ſhould 
under him have ſupreme Juriſdiction in all 
Temporal Cauſes, for the better and more 


impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; and 


knowing them to be Mortal, and that at 


ſome time, or other they mult be taken a- 
way by Death, we will ſuppoſe him to 
have given them (for a Supply of their Mor- 
tality) Power to enſtate others in the like 


Juriſdiction themſelves had, even from one 


to another to the End of the World. And 


to make it Parallel to our Caſe, admit thoſe 
Perſons (like the Biſhops of the — 
Ts, T fore 


A 


A Ref wo. 
fore the Reformation) to have received from 
the Ancient Text and Letter of the Law, 

to have Taught, as well as to have embra- 

ced Errors; yet there is no Man ſo Irratio- 
nal as to affirm, That, becauſe of this their 

Corruption in Manners and Principles, they 

are depriv'd of the Authority at firſt given 
them. They may inveſt others with their 

own proper Juriſdiction, to wit, with a 

Power of Government in Civil Affairs, and 

of tranſmitting the ſame to other Perſons: 

But they can Empower no Man to Att un- 
juſtly, to Forge Corrupt Gloſſes and In- 

terpretations of the Law, or to paſs an un- 

juſt Sentence, becauſe they never received 

any ſuch Power. 4 1 

So that by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, 
although the Biſhops of the Church of Eu- 
gland received their Orders from thoſe before 
5 them, who were vitiated with Doctrines 
repugnant to the Laws of God, yet this 
| —their Ordination was valid, becauſe they had 
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5 it from thoſe who were inveſted with the 
3 Power of it, tho* not with a Power of Au- 
þ# thorizing any Men in the Propagation - of 
„ their own Perſonal Miſconceptiens ; in do- 
| ing this, they Tranſgreſs the Bounds of 
| their Commiſſion; in putting others into the 


| ſame Juriſdiction with themſelves, they did 
$ but what they ought, and had Authority 


3 for the doing of it. 


And 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 75 

And therefore, we will not go upon that 
wild Suppoſition of Mr. St's. That it's poſ- 
ſible the firſt Anabaptiſt Miniſter might de- 
rive his Miniſtry from the Apoſtles as well 
as others, and tranſmit it by Succeſſion 
down to future Ages as well as they, be- 
cauſe there is not for many Centuries toge- 
ther, the leaſt mention of any ſuch Mini- 
{try in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and fo no 


Grounds, or Motives for ſuch a Belief. He 


who can build his Faith upon ſuch notional 
Foundations, and empty Surmiſes, may 
with equal Reaſon, Credit the fabulous Sto- 
ries of the Metamorphoſis, and rank Mahomet 
among true Prophets, from the Whiſpers of 
his Pigeon. If he can produce any Anabap- 
tiſt Miniſter, who has been inveſted with 
the Power of Ordination (admitting Ana- 
_ baptiſm to be Hereſie) we will readily grant, 
That notwithſtanding this Heretical Tenet, 
he has the Power of Ordination; tho” at 
the ſame time, we think it highly requiſite 
to reſtrain him from the Exerciſe of, it, at- 
ter a Schiſmatical, or Heretical Manner. 
So that my fine Diſcourſe (as Mr. St. by 
way of Ironie calls it) remains 1n its tull 
Force and Glory, notwithſtanding his petty 
Cavils to the contrary, and by no means 
has fix'd me into a Labyrinth, tho? his way 
of Reaſoning has himſelf, and thoſe who 
adhere to it. But Mr. St. only makes a 
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bare ſuppoſition of the Poſſibility, that the 


Anabaptiſtical Miniſtry might be tranſmit- 


ted from the Apoſtles by Succeſſion, and 
finding it impoſſible to produce any tole- 


rable Proof that might ſhadow his Sup- 
poſition, he therefore to remedy all Dif- 


_ alters, bethinks himſelf of his grand Em- 


plaſtrum Rao, a Medicament made up 


with Republican Leaven, aad infallibly - 


Cures all Sores, if care be taken for Ap- 


plication, For by giving the Power of Or- 
dination and Impolition of Hands to Lay- 
Elders, and the Election of Miniſters to 
the People, he not only renders an unin- 


terrupted Succeſſion of the Miniſtry, inef- 


fectual, but makes all Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks in the Chriſtian World, true Mi- 


niſters. For if the People have a Power 


of Election, and ſuch Elders, or Miniſters, | 


as were by them allow'd to be inveſted 
with that Office before the Power of Or- 


dination; then the Muggletonian has, or 


may have as true a Miniſtry as the Anabap- 
tiſt, and the Auabaptiſt as the Presbyterian; 
nay, the Socinians, Independants, and all Sects 


that can be named, may have all a true 
Miniſtry. For all "theſe have Multitudes 


of People under. them, who (he fays Y 
have a right of Electing Miniſters, and o- 


ther | Elders before them, who were, or 
may be allow'd (to Wit, by themſelves, 


for 


7 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 77 


for the Senſe of the Catholick Church Con- 
demns them) the Power of Ordination and 
Impoſition of Hands. So that at this rate 
of Arguing, there can be no falſe Minifters 
in reſpect of there Miſſion, if there be any 
number of People to Elect, or any among 
them, who by themſelves have been al- 
low'd the Power of Ordination. And this 
Aſſertion does not only Confound the No- 
tion of a Chriſtian Church, which is a * 
Society made up of one Faith, and one 


Prieſthood, as was that of the Jems, but 


caſts foul Aſperſions upon the Practice ot 
it in all Ages. 


For as a worthy + Prelate of our own 


Church ſays, From Chriſt's time till this 
Pay there was never any one Catholick 
ein the Eaftern, Southern, or Northern 
„Churches, who profeſs'd himſelf to be 
* Anti-Epiſcopal, but only ſuch as were caſt 
out for Hereticks or Schiſmaticks. The 
« fame I fay of the Weſtern Church for the firſt 
1500 Years. Let him ſhew me but one form'd 
* Church without a Biſhop, or the Name 
*of one Lay-Presbyter in all that time, 
ho exercis'd or challeng®d Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction, or the Power of the Keys in 
the Church before Calvin's Return in- 


ps 
= — 


— 2 = 


* 
— * 1 —— 
. 7 * —_—_— — 


4 N | 
2 Cor. Ti $1 Cor. 10. „ Rom. 11. 24 2 :thg 


"4 7 to 


— —— 
EY 
PEE 


A 
+ > a7 


n 


De 


M rẽůʒjſaꝶ r r re 1 ing ir ee ie TE ion umee n ST 
2 


e 


F=# K enn 8 et te 
190m * ik * 82 >< 0 


AREA. 614 WS on Bb 


8 2 — $A S2 2 r 
— 22 es 5 2 . . wk 


* - 


os | A Reply to 5 
to Geneva, in the Year 1538. after he 
© had ſubſcrib'd the Auguſtane Confeſſion 


* and Apology for Biſhops, and I'll give him 
leave to be as Anti-Epiſcopal as he will. I 


will ſhew him the proper and particular 
© Names of Apoſtles, Evangelifts, Biſhops, 
© ® Presbyters, Deacons, in Scriptures, in Coun- 
© cils, in Fathers, in Hiſtories ; if he can- 


not Name one particular Lay-Elder, it is 


pecauſe there never was any ſuch thing 
in Rerum natura for 1500 Years after 


£ Chriſt, | 5 
In the next Place Mr. St. wiſhes me to 
* anſwer the Difficulties which the Anaba- 
© ?tiſts have publiſh'd againſt Infant Bap- 
© tiſm, and demands a divine Precept: for it. 
„ Then he proves me egregioully igno- 
rant of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory from the Pra- 
Cctice of the ancient Vaudois and Alligeois, 
and Jertullian, when ] ſay that thoſe-which 
denied Infant Baptiſm had no Being till the 
6 Year 1524, Cc. 55 
Ad F. 11, I muſt confeſs, That I can't 
eſpy where the Difficulty lies in anſwering 


thoſe Arguments which the Anabaptiſts 


produce againit the Baptiſm of Infants, be- 


cauſe they are not one Jot to the Purpoſe, 
but fall as foul upon the Covenant of Cir- 
cumciſion, as upon Infant Baptiſm. And 
I defire Mr. Sz. to inform us, that ſeeing 

the Tenors of both Covenants are the ſame, 


4 


Y 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 79 

why we ſhould not act according to them ? 4 

* Circumciſion was a Seal of the Righteouſ- 11 
neſs of Faith, and fo is Baptiſm. And A- by 

' braham being the Father of all the Faith- oy 
ful, the Promiſe is come upon us alſo. And 8 

as the Children of Abraham, were Partakers 14 

of his Faith, ſo by the ſame Reaſon the 1 

4: Children of Chriſtian Parents, have as if 
much Right to partake of the kleſſedneſ: | 
of the Promiſe, as had the Children of the hy 
Jews. 1 
This is plain from the Words of St. Peter, by 

For after he had ended his Sermon, he | 

8 applies two Comforts unto them, Amend 1 
your Lives, and be Baptiz'd, and ye ſhall uy 
© receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And 1 
then he infers, For the Promiſe is unto "| 
ou and to your Children. by 
The Promiſe; what Promiſe ? What? | 


7 r 
1 
r 
MER 


Why the Promiſe of SanRtification by the 
© Holy Ghoſt. By what Means? Why, by 

« Baptiſm. For *tis expreſly, be Baptiz'd, and 

ye "ſhall receive. And as expreſly, This 
Promiſe is unto Ma, and to your Chil- 

* dren. 

And 1 this i is ſuch a plain Text 
of Scripture, as warrants the Practice of the 
Faun their Adverſaries run to a 
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foreign Expoſition of the Text, contrary to 
the General Senſe of the Church in all 
Ages, and ſo confound the Holy Scriptures 


by interpreting them contrary to the Ana- 
logy of Faith. 5 ö 
And ſeeing the Children of the Jews 


had a Right of entring into the Cove- 
nant by Virtue of their Parent's Faith, - 


it neceſſarily follows, that it thus much 


be not granted to the Children of Chri- 


ſtian Parents, That the Covenant of Grace 


under the Goſpel is not enlarg'd, but 
extenuated. And ſuch are the horrid Ab- 
ſurdities that flow from the Denial of In- 


fant Baptiſm. So that altho' there be no 
expreſs Precept for it, and that we cannot 


gather it pas in very Words from the 


Scriptures, yet we may %evanlixz; by good 
eee 
But as it is not my Buſineſs at preſent to 


enter into a particular Defence of Infant 


Baptiſm, fo *tis as impertinent of Mr. St. 
to require an Expreſs Precept for it. For if 
he holds that nothing may be done, but 


for which ſome expreſs Command of Scri- 


prure be produc'd, by this Rate of inferring 
he brings his own Party into the ſame 
rape with the Pædo-baptiſts; for they ad- 


miniſter the Sacrament to Women, when at 


the ſame time there is no direct Command 
LE: | o 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 81 
for the doing of it, becauſe all the Words 
and Particles in the Original Texts are ex- 
preſly limited to the Maſculine Gender. And 

if he ſays this Practice is warrantable, be- 

cauſe Women are included in Men, ſo by all 
the Laws of God and Nature Children are 

| included in their Parents, and look'd upon 
as having a Right to ſhare in the Bleſſings . 


themſelves enjoy. 3 | 
But Mr. St. concludes my Ignorance in 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory from the Example of the 
ancient Vaudois and Albigeois, who deny'd 

Infant Baptiſm, which he ſays he has clearly 

proved in his Anſwer to Ruſſen, pag. 81, 
82; 83, 84. 3 1 WI 
No I deny not that there have been parti. 
cular Perſons who rejected the Baptiſm of us 
Infants, long before the time I ſpeak of; if 
but ſtill TI affirm it for a Truth, That there 
is no certain Evidence of any form'd Sect, | 
Church, or Society of Men that oppos'd it f 
(which was plainly my meaning) till thoſe 
in Germany about the time I mention'd. 
And if Mr. St. argues my great Ignorance 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory from the Practice of 
the ancient YVaudozs and Albigeois by the 
ſame Reaſon I prove hiq greatly ignorant in 
Eccleſiaftical Hiſtory alſo. For the preſent 
Waldenſes, or Vaudois in Provence and Pie- 

mont, which are the Poſterity of the Old, 
_ practiſe 
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practiſe the Baptiſm of Infants, and in the 


fame they were found, when thoſe of La- 
ther's Reformation came to enquire con- 


cerning their Doctrine; and they affirm, 


That their Fore-Fathers always practiſed 
the ſame. And this is plain from Perin's 
Hiſtory tranſlated out of French by Sampſon 


Leguard, and Publiſhed Anno 1624. 


«© * He brings in ObjeQions and falſe Ac- 
© cuſations laid upon that People. And 
ſays he, The 4th Calumny was touch- 
ing Baptiſm, which it is ſaid, they de- 
nied to little Infants ; but from this Im- 
putation they quit themſelves as fol- 
r . 
The Tine and Place of thoſe that are 
to be Baptized is not ordained, but the 
Charity and Edification of the Church, 
and Congregation, muſt ſerve for a Rule 
therein, &c. „„ = 
And therefore they to whom the Chil- 
dren were neareſt allied, brought their 
Infants to be Baptized, Gc. And then 
he renders the Occaſion of that Ca- 
lumny. tary” 
* True it is, That being conſtrained for 
© ſome hundred Years, to ſuffer their Chil- 
dren to be baptized by the Prieſts of the 
Church of Rome, they deferred the doing 

| thereof, 


Y * Perin, Hiſt. I, Is c. 4. | + Page 15. | 
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Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 83 | 
thereof, as long as they could poſſibly, V4 
© becauſe they had in Th he thoſe hu 
„man Inventions, which were added to | 
that Holy Sacrament, which they held 1 

© to be but Pollutions thereof. And for | 

© as much as their Paſtors (which they | 
called Barbes) were many times abroad, l. 
in the Service of their Churches, they 1! 
could not have the Sacrament of Baptiſm — 

© adminiſtred to their Infants, by their own i 

+ Miniſters: Which the Prieſts perceiving, 

* charged them thereupoa with this Im- i 

« poſture, which not only their Adverſa= | 

* ries have believed, but divers others, | 
* who have well approved of their Life #0 
and Faith, in all other Points. 1 
Again, * King Lewis the 12th being in- 1 
„ form'd by the Enemies of the Maldenſes { | 
£ dwelling in Provence of many grievous | 


Crimes, impos'd upon them, ſent to make 
inquiſition in thoſe Places, the Lord Adam 1 
Fume, Mr. of Requeſts, and a Doctor of 
6 Sorbon, call'd Parvi, who was his Con- 
« feſſor. They viſited all their Pariſhes and 
© Temples, and found neither Images; nor 
*{o much as the leaſt ſnew of any Orna- 
ments belonging to their Maſſes, and Ce- 
© remonies of the Church of Rome; much 
© leſs any ſuch Crimes as were impos'd 

| * upon 
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84 4 Rephw © 
upon them, but rather that they kept 


their Sabbaths duly, cauſing their Children 
to be baptiz'd, according to the Order of 
the primitive Church, teaching them the 
© Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
£ Commandments of God. To which the 
© King replied, they were better Men, than 
© he, or his People. EY + 
And to ſhow that their Forefathers pra- 
cris'd the ſame with themſelves, they pro- 
duc'd a Proof from an ancient Book of theirs, 
entituled the Spititual Almanack : Wherein 
Infant Baptiſm is own'd and aſſerted. There 
are alſo Confeſſions of the like import pro- 
duc'd by many others; but this is ſuf- 
n b 
So that if Mr. Sr. pretends that the anci- 
ent Vaudois were againſt Infant Baptiſm, 


he intimates that he has better Knowledge 
of their Practice, than themſelves and ſets, 
his own private Sentiments againſt their 


publick Confeſſions. „ : 

But we will grant that Mr. St ——s 
Judgment has faiPd him in this Point. For 
the Cathari, Paterines, Lyoniſts, Petrobruſians, 


Albigenſes, tho differing in their Opinions 


extremely from each other, were huddl'd 
confuſedly rogether, and calld by the ge- 


neral Name of the Waldezſes; ſo that it is 


no wonder why {ſtrange and Heterodox O- 
pinions are attributed to thoſe who never 
; . 
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entertain'd them: And that they are thus 
falſely accus'd, ſeeing they had in deteſta- 
tion, and ſought to reform themſelves from 
the ſuperſtitions of the Roman Church, for 
there have not been wanting among the 
Papiſts who have repreſented Luther, Calvin 
and Beza, as Enemies to Infant Baptiſm. 
Beſides many Authors who have ſifted the 
Opinions of and writ againſt theſe People, 
accuſe them with nothing in this Point; 
as may be ſeen, were it neceſſary to pro- 
duce them PE Ro 
What Mr. St. ſays concerning the Fol- 
lowers of Gundulphus is nothing to the Pur- 
poſe; becauſe they did not only deny Ba- 
ptiſm to Infants, but eſteem'd it as uſeleſs 
both to Infants and adult Perſons, and ſo 
this Inſtance is of as much Force againſt 
him, as it is againſt . the Pædo-haptiſts. 
And indeed to accuſe the antient Vau- 
fois and Albigeois of holding Erroneous 
Doctrines, becauſe thoſe about them did, 
is to act as unjuſtly, as if J ſhould accuſe 
the Church of England for maintaining the 
Unlawfulneſs of baptizing Infants, becauſe 
there be other Seas within the Bowels of 
her, who deny Infant Baptiſm, as the Ana- 
baptiſts; and others who deny all Baptiſm 
with Water, as do the Quakers; or as ut 
I ſhould make theſe Men (as ſome Fana- 
tieks have done) Abettors of the Princi= 
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ples, as well as Authors of the late un- 
natural Rebellion, who kept tight to their 


Loyalty, and ftood up ſtoutly in Defence 
of. the ancient Laws, and Perſon of their 


Sovereign. 


But after all, ſhould I admit, that there 
ha ve been particular Perſons of ſo ancient 


a Date as he mentions, who deny'd Infant 
Baptiſm, it would do him but ſmall Ser. 
vice, becauſe this Opinion has been con- 


demn'd by the Conſent of the Catholick 


Church, and makes nothing againſt my 
Diſproof of Mr. C—s ordinary Vocation 


in the Miniſtry. So that where (after all 


this unprofitable Search) he found them, 


there I think it will not be amiſs to | 


| Oal , 1 ſhall take notice of what he ſays 8 


about Tertullian, who ſpeaks expreſly againſt 
Infant Baptiſm, in theſe Words. 


* Therefore according to every ones 


© Condition, Diſpoſition and Age, tis better 


*to delay Baptiſm, eſpecially as to little 


— 


© Children. 


* Ttaque pro cujuſque Perſonæ conditione ac diſpoſiti- 
one, etiam ætate, cunctatio baptiſmi utilior eſt: preci- 


pue tamen circa parvulos. Quid enim neceſſe eft, ſpon- 


ſores. periculo ingeri? Quia & ipfi per mortalitatem de- 


ſtituere promiſſiones ſuas poſſunt, & proventu male in- 
dolis falli. Dixit quidem Dominus, nolite illos prohibere ad 
me venire. Veniant ergo dum adoleſcunt, veniant dum. 
diſcunt, dum quo veniant docentur: Fiant Chriſtiani 


quum Chriſtum noſſe potuerint, Tert de Baptiſm. I. 2, 


c. 18. 
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Children. For why ſhould the God-fa- 
©thers be bronght into Danger ? For they 
may come ſhort of their Promiſes by 
< Death, or be deceiv'd by. a: Child's pro- 
© ying wicked. Our Lord ſays indeed, do not 
© forbid them to come unto me. Therefore 
© let them come when they are grown up; 
let them come when they learn, when 
© they are taught whither to come : Let 
them be made Chriſtians, when they can 
© know Chriſt. „ 3: 3600.8 
Here we ought in the firſt Place, to con- 
ſider that this was a Perſon of very odd 
and ſingular Opinions, and at the writing 
hereof was probably an Adherent to the 
Hereſie of the Montaniſts. And in the im- 
mediate following Words of this Chapter, 
he is contrary both to the Opinion and 
Practice of the Anabaptiſts themſelves, who 
make it neceſſary for Perſons to be bap- 
tiz'd fo ſoon as they are capable of Un- 
derſtanding and making a Confeſſion. of 
their Faith. +, For he would have baptiſm 
put off till the time of Marriage: But if 
they marry not, or their Conſort die, till 
| 5 the 
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+ Non minori de cauſa innupti quoque procraſtinandi, 
in quibus tentatio præparata eſt; tam virginibus per ma- 
turitatem, quam viduis per vacationem, donec aut nubant 
aut continentia corroborentur. Si qui pondus intelligant 
baptiſmi, magis timebunt conſecutionem quam dilatio- 
nem. Fides integra ſecura eſt de ſalute, Terr. de Bap- 
tiſm. 1. 2. Ce 18. My | | | 


n 


R_C— ICC IE RETIRE 


r 
Dr 


nnn ·— RE AS IF LY 
. R . WG : 


* amn, 
K 
. 1 


* 8 5 * a4 =p 2 oaks; - . my . 2 #6 
9 h hte N 7 a A {ft N Þ.; — 


bs CS I hh ee 


WS 
IIa 


nn 


22 — — . 


1 


= _— 
” 


* — * 
„ 
— 


W — 

re ——— Aba 
9 r 
— 


A Reply to 

the Flames of Luft are over, which very 
often lurk in old ruinated Bodies. So that 
it Mr. St. cleaves to one of his ſingular 
Opinions, why does he not adhere to the 
ether? . DOD I = te Ur 


But this Inſtance from Tertullian is of ſo 


little Force againſt the Practice of baptizing 
Infants, that it is a greater Confirmation 


of it. For when he deſires that innocent 


Age not to make ſuch haſt to Baptiſm, it 
is manifeſt that it was the Practice of the 


Church to baptize em. And when Mr St. 
produc'd this Quotation to confirm his O- 
pinion, he forgot the old Rule, That a 


Logician or Orator ought to have a ſtrict 
Care, they make not Uſe of ſuch Argu- 


ments againſt their Adverſaries, as may be 
retorted upon themſel ves. OO 
In his next Paragraph, he makes it im- 


poſſible to prove the Practice of baptizing 


Infants Apottolical. And preſumes it dif- 


ficult to produce one Proof that Infant Ba- 


tiſm was practicd in the Church till near 
200 Years after the Birth of Chriſt. 


Ad F. 12. But in the firſt Place, St. Anſtin 
makes it of Apoltolical Authority, take his 


Words, © * In this Matter if any Body re- 


quire 


* — ©p_—_— 8 P A , Ks 8 1 


8 _ 2 2 


* Et fi quanquam in hac re autoritatem divinam que- 


rat, quanquam quod univerſa tenet eccleſia, nec concilils 
inſtitutum, ſed ſemper retentum eſt, non nll autoritate 
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* divine Authority, tho? that which 
© the whole Church uſes, and has not been 
< inſtituted by Councils, but was ever res 
* tain'd, is reafonably thought to be of A- 
* poſtolical Authority; yet we may give 
© a true Eſtimate how profitable the Sacra- 
© ment of Baptiſm is to Infants from the 
* Circumciſion of the Fleſh, which the Peo- 
ple of God formerly receiv'd, &c. And 
tho? there be no expreſs mention of this 
Practice, yet that it was in Uſe, may be 
gathered by good Conſequence from the 
Writers of that time, and thoſe immedi- 
ately after. For 'tis plain they held the 
Doctrine of original Sin, as we find by 
what a Fellow-labourer with the Apoſtles 
ſays concerning Job. + That he was juſt, 
© blameleſs, true, a worſhipper of God, ab- 
*ſtaining from all evil. Yer for all this, he 
© condemns himſelf ſaying, there is no Bo- 
dy clear from Pollution, tho' his Life be 
© but of one Day. * 
And therefore, ſeeing theſe Men held 
Baptiſm (as we may caſily find in their 
| | | W ri-⸗ 
apoſtolica ttaditum rettifime cteditur: Tamen veraciter 
conjicere poſſumus, quid valeat in parvulis baptiſmi fa⸗ 
cramentum, ex circumeiſione carnis, quam prior populus 
accepit. St. Auguſt. contr. Donatiſt. I. 4. p. 433. 
+ *6N 5 & ae} lac ir yiveatria, 186 hs Gi e-, »þ 
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Writings) to be the ordinary Mean by which 


we are cleansd from Original Pollution, 
it is reaſonable to conclude they thought 
it neceſſary for Infants: And although the 
Anabaptiſts ſeem to comply with the Or- 


thodox Tenet of Original Sin, yet in Ef- 


feat; they diſclaim it with the Pelagians. 
For otherwiſe, by making Infants guilty 


of Pollution thro? the Tranſgreſſion of our 
firſt Parents, and Baptiſm as the ordinary 


Mean of waſhing away our Original Im- 


purity, and at the ſame time to deny it 


*em, they act as Unreaſonably as that Man 
(who believing God able to preſerve him 
by his extraordinary Mercy) raſhly- throws 
himſelf from the Top of a craggy Preci- 


pice, when he may with all grounds of 
fatety walk thro' a Plain by the Foot of 


it. | 


Again, the Inſtance which was brought 
out of Tertullian againſt Infant Baptiſm, 
makes for the Peædobaptiſts tho', * Pa- 
melius thinks it ſpoken of thoſe Infants 


whoſe Parents were Infidels. For this Fa- 
ther liv'd within 100 Years after the A- 
poſtles Time, and therefore when he ſpeaks 


againſt the Practice of baptizing Infants tis 
plain this was no Innovation: And we 


muſt grant it to have been ſo long before 
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p 


Mr. Stennktt C Remarks, &e. 91 


him, that he knew not the time of its 
Commencement, admit it was not Apoſto- 
lical; otherwiſe he would undoubtedly have 
given it ſevere Caſtigation, being contrary 


to his own Opinion: And from hence we 


may juſtly ſet this Practice much higher 
than Mr. Sr. viz. 200 Years after the Birth 
of Chriſt ; and much higher yet, if we 


take our Epocha from the Time of his 


Crucifixion. 
But it were an eaſie Matter to track 


| the Practice of baptizing Infants up to the 


Apoſtolical Age from the Writings of * 
Tuſtin Martyr, + Trenens and others who 


make Regeneration and Baptiſm to ſignify 
the ſame thing, and' then apply it ro In- 
fants, as well As grown Perſons, excluding 
al other Converſion, or Repentance; which 


the, Anabaptiſts wholly confine to the Senſe 


of the Word, Regenetation. But as this 


is not much to my Purpoſe, fo F ſhall pro- 
ceed to the Confideration of what Mr. St: 


fays in his next- Paragraph. 


Ad 9. 13. He pretends not to know tlie 


Meaning 7 that turn I 885 in this Mat- 
ter, when I ſay to Mr. C. You Muſh- 
No room-like ſprung from 155 Earth in a 
© RES, Space, and as foon Aifappear'd 
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92 A Reply to 
And to make what I faid Non- © 
ſenſe he proceeds by Way of Interrogation 
after this Manner. If the Anabaptiſts are 
© all vaniſh'd, what need had this Gentle- 


© again. 
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© man to trouble his Head about them and 
their Miniſtry ? I do not fay they are all 
vaniſh'd at 
vaniſh'd. Then he ask'd, If they till ap- 
*pear in the World and their Number is 
© much increas'd ſince the time he mentions, 


hy does he affirm that they ſoon dif- 
© appear'd again after they ſprung up? As 


if it were impoſſible any Se& ſhould be 


ſuppreſs'd or extirpated after they have once 
As to their Numbers and In- 
.creaſe at this Day, I anſwer, the more's 
the Pity. Muſhrooms often ſpring up in 


the Night, and are gone the next Day; 


they are more numerous, and of longer con- 
tinuance at one time than another. And 


as it is with the growth of thoſe Protu- 
berances, ſo has it fared with the Miniſtry 


of the Anabaptiſts. They have ſprung up, : 


and after their Appearance been cut down, 
and wither'd. And therefore this is a firm 


Proof that they have no true Church, or 


Miniſtry, becauſe of their total abolition; 


when our Saviour himſelf has promiſed, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not be able 


to prevail againſt her. 


preſent, tho* they have all 


Mr. 
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Mr. Se. ſays in the next Place, As to the 


Pranks which ſome German Anabaptiſts 
© play'd, they are no worſe than have been 


© often play*d by the Pædobaptiſts of different 
Nations, as would be eaſie to recriminate 
© if it were neceſſary. — And again I may 


© find by reading the 11th of his Book a- 


© oainſt Mr. Ruſſen, that I have no Reaſon 
to charge the Azavaptiſts in England with 


© the mad Pranks of ſome Enthuſiaſtick Peo- 


© ple in Germany. | 


Ad S. 14. But I don't underſtand how 


Mr. St. has brought off the Anabaptiſts in 
Germany or theſe in England. He tells us 
indeed that thoſe Broils aroſe from the 

Peoples Vindication of their civil Liberties, 


and that there was among them, ſuperior 
in Number, a- Multitude of Papiſts. But 


then with Lather, why does he not diſa- 


vow the unlawful Practice of taking up 
Arms againſt their lawful Governours? That 
they tread in the Steps of the Romiſh Par- 


ty, is what we would have granted; and 


"tis to be doubted that Fear keeps them 
from re- acting the ſame Tragedies, not their 


ſound Principles. Neither is it ohr Intent 


to excuſe the Pædobaptiſts who have been 


guilty of the like Diſturbances with thoſe. 
People, any more than it is to excuſe the 
Preſbyterians from what they did in the 
Times of our late unnatural Rebellion. 
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wy And when he ſays the ducch Embaſ- 
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* fador ſpoke in praiſe of the Anabaptiſts 


to Monſieur Turenne, in that they were 


© commodious to the State, becauſe of their 


not aſpiring to Places of Dignity, and 
that they fear'd no Rebellioft from thoſe 


„ho make it an Article of their Faith 
never to bear Arms; yet this was no Ar- 


ticle of the German  Anabaptiſts Faith, as 


is evident; nor, as I can perceive, is it one 


of ours in England; if it be, they as Wall 
as. ſome others of the like Pr olg, broke 
it in the late Wars not only in writing, but 


fighting againſt the King: And there is good 
Reaſon indeed why the Anabaptiſts ſhould 
not aſpire to Places of Honour, becauſe 


the States have render'd them uncapable 25 
of 'em; but we do not find the like here 

| ak Home. For tho' their Humility be fo 
' exceeding great, yet their Ambition is not 


ſa very {mall, but that it will carry 'em 


to ſue for the Dignity of Senatours; nor 


is their Conſcience fo very ſcrupulous, but 
they can diſpence with the Ceremony of 


a long Robe in the State, tho' not With 
that of a Surplice in the Church : When | 
there is as much Popery in one, as in the 


other. 

Mr. St. in the next Place makes up a 
whole Paragraph to ſhow how -I inſulted 
ah C. by telling him, that he has mn 

Other 


(7 


(Of 
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other Way ta keep his ordinary Vocation 
in the Miniſtry from ſinking,” but by gi- 


ving the Power of Ordination to the Peo- 
ple. And ſays, © he has already thown that 
there is no need for Mr. C. to beſtow 
© this Power upon the People, ſeeing there 


© may be good and regular Ordination by 
the Hands of Miniſters according to the 


© divine Rule without the neceſſity of pro- 


© ving an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Or- 


dination from the Apoſtles. 


Ad F. 15, 16. Now if he has any where 
in the Pages before, ſhown that there is 


no need for Mr. C. to beftow the Power 


of Ordination upon the People, my Eye- 
fight muſt be extremely bad that I could 
not ſee it; if he has not, theirs muſt be 


very good that can find it. All that IJ ap- 
prehend him to have ſaid upon this Point 


is in Page 6th where he expreſſes himſelf 
in theſe Words, I ſhould think therefore 
* thole who are competently qualified for 


„the Minifterial Office, and are regularly 


* cholen by the People over whom they 
are to preſide, and then ordain'd by the 
© Impoſition of the Hands of ſuch Elders 
Car Miniſters as were allow'd to be inves» 
ſted with that Office before em, may be 


« ſatisfied with their Call to the Miniſtry. 


But I think this is no Proof of the Mat- 


ter, unleſs we allow bare Thoughts to be 


Demonſtrations 1 4 He 


may 
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He fays altho' the People can't ordain, 
yet they have a Right to chooſe Officers 


din the Church, as appears from Acts 6, 
*5, and 2 


> Cor, 18, 19. 3 
But Mr. St. will find it utterly Impoſ- 
ſible to prove from theſe Places, that the 


People have ſo much as a Right of elect- 
ing Church Officers who miniſter in holy 
things, as theſe in the Text did, being 


Agro Atys, as well as Aiaxoo , 


Deacons of the Word, as well as Deacons _ 


of Tables. The Apoſtles indeed comman- 


ded the People to look out ſeven Men of 


good Reputation; but for any one to ar- 
gue from a bare Command, or Permiſſion, 


Il not go down with the youngeſt No- 
vice; At this rate, if my Governours com. 
mand me to do a thing once, I may do 


to it for eyer. So that if a Prince upon 
any emergent Occaſions,” requires Advice 


from a ſelect Number of his Subjects, they 


may for the time to come take upon them 


| * perpetual Right, is ſuch Logick as 
1 


it always; if they ſtand to my Diciſion at 
one time, they are bound in Juſtice to ſtand 


tio controul the Acts of Government, if 
tue / ſuit not with their own Humours, 
and claim a Share in the Legiſlature. 


The other Text 2 Cor. 18, 19. is nothing 


to his purpoſe, for the Fellow-Traveller _ 
with the Apoſtle, was not choſen by the 


- + © 17 
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People, but py the Churches, qeαο 
Und T@y CAXANGI@Y OUVEXS 1onue * who were 
the Biſhops in Synod. And if we allow the 
People any thing to do in this Matter, it was 
by Grant andPermiſhon, as Lay Perſons have 
. ſubſcribed to Canons made by the Church, 
{Conſentientes ſubſcripſimus} and ſo was no 
proper Att of Authority. 
If Mr. St. had thought of the Cambridge | 
Edition when he was conſulting, Act. 6. 3. 
he might perhaps have given the People | IB 
Power of Ordination, becauſe ia our late 
times of Confuſion they foiſted in the ſe- | 
cond Perſon plural inſtead of the firſt, and 
when the Verſion ought to be, whom we 
may appoint, they render it, whom ye may '1 
appoint over this Buſineſs. == 
But ſeeing Mr. St. does not give the Peo- 
ple Power to Ordain, he grants what we | | 
deſire, viz. That thoſe who are competent- | 
ly qualified for the Miniſtry, ought to be 
Ordain'd by thoſe who have been inveſted _ 
with this Power before: And they are on 
Biſhops ; or if we give it to Presbyters, tis | 
| 


** — 1 . 7 , 12 
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* — — 8 * 


FP ˙ m 
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the ſame thing, for no Body allows them to 

be either, unleſs they derive their Authority 1 

from Apoſtolical Succeſſion; for take away | 

this, and we return immediatly into the * 
| 1 4 125 an 
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* Fee Dr. Hammond upon theſe Texts, viz. Act, 6, 5. 
2 Cor. 18. 196 „ | 
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and Condition of Lay-Perſans, viz. Lay- 
Biſhops, Lay-Presbyters, and Lay-Deacons, 
which are Synonymous Terms, with no 
Biſhops, no. Presbyters, no Deacons. 
So that this Conceſſion cuts off all pretences 
of the Anabaptiſts to an ordinary Vocation 
in the Miniſtry, proves them to be Lay Per- 
ſons, and conſequently, That they have no 
Authority to — the Word and Sa- 
craments. And thus I have done with Mr. 
St's Remarks upon this Head, | __ 
I come now: in the ſecond Place to con- 
ſider of what Mr. S-. writes, concerning 
Mr. C—'s extraordinary Vocation in the 
Miniſtry, where he begins, and tells us 
(when I accuſe the Anabaptiſts with preten- 
ding to immediate Inſpiration) That it 
does not follow, that becauſe a Man who 
wants Human Learning, Preaches that 
_ © therefore he pretends to immediate Inſpi- 


e 


© ration. 55 5 
Ad F. 18. But Mr. St. founds\not his Ar- 
gument upon the ſame Bottom as I do. For 
I grant it does not neceſſarily follow, that 
thoſe who Preach, and are for the moſt part 
deſtitute of Human Learning, pretend to 
immediate Inſpiration. But thoſe ho are 
altogether Ignorant, of that Which is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Qualify a Man for the 
Office of a Preacher, muſt pretend to come 
by their Knowledge after an extraordinary 
r „ Manner, 
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Manner, ſeeing they can't have it iu an Or-. 


dinary Way. And the very Inſtance which 


was brought to prove tliey of his Party hold 


with immediate Inſpiration, Mr. Sz. paſſes 
by without the leaſt Notice: And therefore 
F ſhall make bold again to inſert it: Twas 
of a certain Perſon ſet up, and allow*'d to 
Preach by the Azabaptiſts in Agmondeſham, 
who was ſo deſpicably Ignorant, as that he 


never arrived to the Knowledge of an 


AB C Darian. And therefore it Mr. Sz. 
denies that they hold not immediate Inſpira- 
tion, let him prove that this Perſon could 
preach, unleſs he was immediately inſpir'd, 


| ſeeing he was not able to read one Word 


or Syllable in the Scriptures; when at the 


ſame time he makes it neceflary that thoſe 


who preach and want Learning, * ought to 
* meditate upon the holy Scriptures, and 


© make uſe of various Annotations, and o- 
* ther Writings extant in the Engliſh 
Tongue to explain it. If he thinks this was 
an impudent Attempt in that Perſon who 

preach'd, being thus ignorant, and an Er- 


ror in thoſe who countenanc'd him in his 
bold Undertaking, why does he not obſerve 
and cenſure it as ſuch ? If he does not, why 


does he deny that they hold Immediate In- 


ſpiration ? Is Mr. C's Congregation indepen- 


dent? Or is it infallible in its Decrees, as 
the Pope ix Cathedra? Or is it an Exem- 


paion 
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ption, and fo out of all Jurisdiction, unleſs 
that of a particular Patron's? Or laſtly, 


have they no Canons to obſerve for the 


Regulation of their Actions in Church Af. 


But the Caſe is ſo very plain, that no 


body can ſuſpend their aſſent from believing 


they hold immediate Inſpiration. For 'tis 


but going to their illiterate Teachers, and 


upbraid them for aſſuming to themſelves 
the Prieſtly Office, in that every one is 
ſenſible of their being unfit for this ſacred 
Employment, and they ſhall anſwer you, 


That Perſons have done the like before 


them, who were as ignorant as themſelves 


as to matters of Human Learning; and then 
they inſtance in the Apoſtles, who were, 


ſome of them, poor Tradeſmen, and never 
had the Advantage of a Liberal Education. 


And therefore ſeeing they produce thoſe 
Perſons for their Patterns, who were imme- 


diately Inſpired, who can ſuppoſe but that 


they maintain immediate Inſpiration ?. 


And tho? Mr. St. makes it requiſite to 
conſult Annotations and Commentaries up- - 


on Scripture, yet in this he oppoſes one of 
their great Apoſtles, viz. * Spittlehouſe, whoſe 


Words are theſe. © What (faith this Ana- 


© baptiſtical Millennary) ara the Authors 


11 » 
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* Spittlehouſe's Addreſs. p- 13. 
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© which their Libraries are ſtuffed withal, 
© other than Heatheniſh ind Antichriſtan ? 
Again, Is there any Promiſe annex'd to 
© the Practice of reading them? Yea, doth 
© not Experience teach moſt, if not all ſuch 
_ © Commentaries, Expoſitions, ec. which 
© have been compoſed by ſuch Heathens and 
© Anti-chriſtians, are found to be as light as 
Vanity? Inſtance, the Voluminous Vo- 
lumes of the Ancient Philoſophers, and An- 
*cient Fathers (as they call them) yea, fo 
©light, that they are of no Eſteem at all a- 
* mongſt the People of God that are come 
© out of Babylon. 1 
So that belike, the Ancient Philoſophers 
are to be rejected for writing Comments 
upon Scripture, (who liv'd before the time 
J. of Chriſt) as well as the Fathers, who were 
the glorious Lights of the Church of God, 
ſome Fellow-labourers with the Apoſtles, 
and by them planted in the Church, af- 
ter being their Diſciples, as Clemens at Rome, 
Ignatius at Antioch ; St. Polycarp at Smyrna, 
&c. many of whom, died Martyrs for the 
_ Chriſtian Faith, and preſerv'd the divine 
Oracles, which otherwiſe might have been 
utterly loſt. But to have done with th:s, and 
ga great deal of ſuch horrid Stuff as might be | 
© cited from their own Authors, Mr. S?. is {| 
as ill founded in what he ſays about the | 


Clergy of the Church of Erglard * | 
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Beginning of the Reformation. For the 
Book of Homilies (he might as well fay 
of Common- prayer, too) was not compiled 
out of a greater Reſpect to their Ignorance, 
than to the due Regulation of the Wor- 
ſhip of God. For a Man may be a great 
Scholar, and yet entertain ill Principles. A 
bad Orator is no where ſo bad as in a . 
Pulpit; this has been verified in thoſe Bell- 

1 Weathers, who preach'd the People into 

1 the late Rebellion. And therefore let the 

Anabaptiſts compile a Book of Homilies as 

the Church did, in which are Sermons a- 

gainſt the Peoples taking up Arms againſt 

their lawful Governours, and other good 
practical Diſcourſes, and we will not eſteem 

this ſo much a Mark of their Ignorance, 
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as Diſcretion. For certainly their Miniſters YV' 
ly can't pretend to have more Learning now | 
ft than ours had at the Beginning of the Re- 
1 Begir e Re 


And when he fays, I will not ſurely 
© cenſure thoſe Miniſters who were un- 
© learn'd then, or ſuch as want Learning 
© now in the. Church of Exgland, as carry- 
ing all that depend upon their Conduct 

 ©ſwiltly to the Abyſs of Deſtruction; ſo 
there is not the leaſt Reaſon for it; be- 
KCauſe inſtructing the People out of the ſaid 
Book of Homilies, and not being at Liber- 
ty to vent their own private, or intereſs'd 
| ' Notions 
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Notions they were tied to the Delivery of 
 wholfome and found Doctrine: And as 
for thoſe in our Times who want Lear- 


ning fufficient' for 'the Compoſition of ela- 
borate Diſcourſes, they are advis'd to have 
recourſe to other learned Works (of which 
great Numbers are extant) rather than rruſt 


their own Weakneſs: Altho? Mr. Sz. will 


find very few that need ſuch Helps; eſpe- 
cially in compariſon of the Anabaptiſts. _ 


But theſe People are ſo far from procee- 


ding in this warraptable Method, that they 
expreſs an utter abhorrence of it. Every 
one ſteps from his Shop or Employment up 
into the Pulpit, and tho* they know not 


of the Spirit, when according to human 
probability, they muft of Neceſſity deſtroy 


more, than they can defend, or fecure. For 
eis ill playing with Edge-Tools, but where- 


as thofe can at moſt but affect the Body, 
yet by Male-adminiftration of the Spiritual 
Weapon, not only the Body but Soul. is 
endanger'd alſo. To make uſe of written 
premeditated Diſcourſes and fer Forms of 
Prayer, is with them the ſame thing as ro 


quench the Motions of the Spirit, and ſtop 


the powerful Current of their Oratory ; and 


T7 * 
1 3 


perhaps how to make a right Uſe of thoſe . 
Inſtruments belonging to their Profefhion, 
yet they will venture to wield the Sword 


= 


thus when they can ſcarce give a rational 


_ Anſwer 
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Anſwer to Man, they will preſume to ad- 


dreſs God himſelf, and requeſt his divine 


Aſſiſtance in ſuch Words and Phraſes, as 

ſerve rather to call down his Vengeance. 
Ad F. 19. In the next Place he ſays, 
That I would certainly be thought to 
*know the Teachers of the Anabaptiſts ve- 
ry well, elſe how cou'd I take fo exact 
a Meaſure of their Knowledge as to tell 
that moſt of 'em are ignorant of their 
Primers. Perhaps I know more of em 
than he is aware of; and if I grant thus 
much, Pm afraid, it will be too large a 
Conceſſion. I have but juſt now given 


an Inſtance of one who was ſo far from 


underſtanding his Primer, that he never 
learn'd his Hornbook ; and 'tis eaſie to gueſs 
from hence the Proportion of their Lear- 
ning, when they make Choice of ſuch Ib 
literate Perſons to Preach. _ 117 

But the Primer is a Book made up with 
the Litany, and other excellent Collects 


taken out of the Common- Service- BoOk of 


the Church of Euglana, 22 they reject 
as things Antichriſtian, and contrary to the 
Word of God; when at the ſame time 
they are not only warranted by the Practice 
of the * Primitive Church in all Ages, but 

* Jn the firſt Age, Victor ius Sciaticus Marenita, in bis 
Preface to bis Liturgies ſays, Latini & Græci pontifices mul- 


nnn _— 
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alſo by the Example of the + Jewiſh Church 
in the ſubſtantial Part of their Worſhip, and 

Y the Practice of our f Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, ſo that I may truly affirm they are 
ignorant of their Primer, firſt, in reſpect 

of the Senſe of it; and in the ſecond Place, 

were many of em put to the reading of 
Ji, they would by their Hefitancy and Un- 
couth Manner of Pronunciation make it 
plainly appear, that Dn rather — 
e e * ee mn 
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ta deinceps in ſuis Liturgiis quas jam inde ab Apoftolis 
acceperunt pro re nata vel immutarunt vel addiderunt. 
Hegeſippus almoſt (bordering upon the Apoſtles times ſaitb, 
that St. James was ould Jacobus Liturgus in regard of 4 
Form of Service compil'd by bim for the , Uſe of the Church 
= 58. ar In the ſecond Age we meet with Kon wwy at. 


IS . 


in Juft. Mart. ſecond Apology to Antonius the Emperour, as 

\i8 + diſtinguiſhed from thoſe. Prayers offer'd up by the Tegzsas, or 
chief Miniſter, which he uſed h Way of Preface to bis Ho- 
mily. In the third Age we meet with evyas Tegaylerass 
preſerib'd Prayers, Orig. 1. 6. cont. Celſ. In tbe fourth Age 
Euſebius writes, That Conſtantine the Great commanded all 

bis Subjects vo celebrate the Lord's Day with elaborate and 
Hadied Forms of Prayer, Hift. Eccleſ. I. 4. c. 19. In this 
ſame Age the famous Council of Laodicea bath left Canons, 
That the ſame Service ſhould be uſed Morning and Evening. 
Can. 18. The Milevitan Council provideth againſt the Pra- 
ctice of extempore Prayers. Con. Mil. 2. 12, Placuit ut 
preces vel orationes quæ probate fuerint in conciliis ab 
omnibus celebrentur, Oc. At the Beginning of the next Age, 
Baſil, Ambroſe, and St. Chryſoſtom fram'd Liturgies. In 

the ſixth Age Gregory the Great and St, Iſidore put forth 
Forms of divine Service. Calvin bimſelf made uſe of a ſes 

Prayer which is prefixt to his Lectur. upon Ezek. and Dan. 

+ 1 Chron. 25. 6, 7. 2' Chron 29. 30. Numb. 10. 
357 36. Pſalm. 73, 74, 75, Ce. 3 
q Luk. 15. 18, 19. Matt. 26. 39. Rom. 16. 24. 2 Cor. 
| > x 14. Epheſ. 6. 24. 2 T hefl, 3. 1 Heb. 13. 255 De. 


Ren te 
be taught themſelves, in the firſt Rudi- 
ments of human Literature, than take upon 
*em to inſtruct others in the Doctrines of 
r, ² dr 
Ad F. 20. He allows in the next Place, 
© That the Auabaptiſts ought to give that 
Proof which I mention of their Miſſion, 
if it be extraordinary, but ſays its a bold 
Aſſertion of mine, to affirm that they pre- 
tend to this extraordinary Miſſion. But 
let him cut and ſhuffle as long as he will, 
he can't avoid the Force of the Argument 
which I have juſt now brought againſt them. 
For this was not only the Pretence of the 
German Azabaptiſts, but moſt among them 
in the Time of our late Wars, pretended 
to en, and for a ſmall 
Taſt of their Illumination, take John Canne 
in his Voice from the Temple to the higher 
bh Powers; printed in the Year 1653. 
8 © This Year, faith he, (vzz. 1648) doTIaf- 
| firm with Aſſurance, was the Time when 
© rhe Thrones were ſer, and the ancient did 
© fit; as is expreſs'd in Daz. 7. 9, 10. Here 
| began the Lord God Almighty, to call 
| —> * Kings and Kingdoms to an Account, to 
cceaſt down the Mighty from their Seats, _ 
d4cto cut off the Spirit of Princes, and to be 
© terrible unto the Kings of the Earth, And 
' © this Work goes forward Kill, and ſhall 
prevail and proſper to the utter breaking 
3 5 n 
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and deſtroying of the Fourth, Monarchy 


Then in Pag. 19. ſpeaking of the lit- 


© tle Horn, he would have two things ob- 
„ ſerv'd, 1ft The little Horn is to be con- 
„ fſider'd as the Kingdom of the Beaſt and 


© as the Members or Worſhipers of rhe 
© Beaſt ; by the Kingdom of the Beaſt, I 


* underſtand him as changing Times and 


Laws; by the Members, as making War 
© againſt the Saints. 2d. When I ſpeak of 
© the little Horn, or Antichrilt, I do not 
© mean the Perſon of the Pope, or any Suc- 
ceſſion that Way, but I mean a State or 


Kingdom. It is true, the Pope is a Mem- 


© ber of that Body, but he is not the Bo- 
dy (wonderful nice indeed!) Again, I do 
© not here intend alone, the Church, Mi- 


niſtry, Worſhip or Government of Rome; 
but I include all falſe Churches [ſuch was 


© his own] Miniſtries, Forms, Ordinances, 
© Inſtitutions, brought in by Men, ec. 
Now fo parallel his Impudence, and Blaſ- 
phemy, Have not, faith Spitelehouſe, the 
© People of God in this Nation, the fame, 


Immediate Teachings of the Spirit, asffad 


© the Prophets and Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


| © Are the Scriptures of the old Teſtament 


any other than the DiQates of che Spirit 
of God? 2 Pet. 1. 19, 20, 21. Are they 


© not the fame in Print, as they were in 


K * = { the 


ä 
* the Apoſtles Writings; and the ſame in 
their Writings as they were in their Words; 
and the ſame in their Words, as they were 
[Hd in their Thoughts; and the fame in their 
Thoughts, as they were in their Concep- 
> tions; and the fame in their Conceptions, 
eas in the Infuſion; and the ſame in the 
Infuſion, as they were in their Infuſer, 
vir. the Holy Ghoſt? & c. Spittlebouſe, firſt 
addreſſes, P. 11. Cr . 
Again, Samuel Oat an Anabaptiſt (no 
leſs bla ſphemous) after he had baptiz'd a 
Woman, bid her gape, and ſhe gap'd ; 
and he did blow three times into her 
© Mouth, ſaying Words to this purpoſe, ei- ? 
© ther receive ie Holy Ghoſt, or nom thou 
haſt recciv the Holy Ghoſt: Gangræna, 
Part E. P. 147. 1 5 
Here I might enumerate the reſt of that 
| Abominable Gang, ſuch as Sedgwick, Freak, 
and John James, &c. But theſe are ſuffi- 
cient to ſhow how directly our Engliſh A.- 
| abaptiſts have trod the Serpentine Paths 
of Munſter and John of Leyden, notwith- 
we | ſtanding all their Pretences to the contrary. 
1 And therefore if the preſent ones of our 
Time, expect to have the good Opinion of 
underſtanding Perſons, let them not only 
Fr draw up a few equivocating Confeſſions of 
Br | © their Faith and Doctrine, but remonſtrate 
|  agyainſt ſuch abominable and blaſphemous 
—_ — Tranſ- 
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cover, that what thoſe People did, was hor- 


rid, bla ſphemous, antiſcriptural, and rebel- 
lious, by Writing particularly againſt their 
Tenets and Actions. If they do not this, 
let them not blame us, but themſelves, as 
the Occaſion Why we entertain no better 
Opinion of their Principles. 


For ſhould ſuch blatphemous Books be 


Written by Men who profeſs themſelves 
Members of the Church of Ezelazd, and 


receive no Anſwer, or at leaſt eſcape all 


publick Cenſures from her own Members, 


future Ages would accuſe them, as we do 


the Anabaptiſts, for maintaining the ſame 
Docrrines, and their Confeſſions would be 
| look'd upon only as a Cover for their Un- 
derhand Principles. What he ſays of Mr. 
| Maſon of Northamptonſhire is not to the pur- 
pole, becauſe this Gentleman was deprived 
of the Uſe of Reaſon; but I preſume he 
will not allow thus much concerning thoſe 
Anuabantiſts J have juſt mention'de. 
Ad F. 21. But J am not only a falſe Ac- 
cuſer of the Brethren, but a Man of a per- 
ſecuting Spirit, becauſe I affirm'd, That the 
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Mr. Stennett's Rzmarks, &c. 109 
Tranſactions. Let them condemn their Pre- 
deceſſors villainy, and write againſt their 
Extravagant Novelties, and newtangPd Do- 
Etrines: Let 'em not only ſay when they 
are charg'd with the ſame Crimes, that 
they maintain them not; but let 'em Dit- 


R WO Reply to 
Predeceſſors of the Anabaptiſts ought to have 
k ſuffer'd Death. And Mr. St. is ſenſible that 
this is the only Chief Argument that can 
be uſed to prejudice People againſt the 
—— 5 
For produce never ſo good Reaſons a- 
gainſt the Principles and Practice of the 
Diſſenters, *ris but crying out upon Perſe- 
cution, and then the People being frighted 
and alarm'd with this Scare-crow; ſhelter 
themſelves under the Cry of Moderation, 
and ſtand buff againſt the plaineſt Demon- 
{trations produc'd by any Man, that is bran- | 
ded with the odious Name of a Perſecutor ; 
altho' he had no other Intent but to diſ- 
cover and admoniſh them of their Errours, 
and was an Enemy alone to their Vices, 
without Entertaining the leaſt Thoughts of 
doing harm to their Perſons, Eg M 
But Mr. St. is not aware, that when he 
blames me for this Paſſage againſt the Ana- 
baptiſts, that he arraigns the Spirit of God 
for Cruelty, altho' he ſeems. to take moſt 
Delight in the Attribute of Mercy. For 
it is His plain revealed Will, that falſe Pro- 
phets ſhould be taken from among Men: 
For which I produce this Proof, vir. * The 
Prophet which ſhall preſume to ſpeak a Word 
inmy Name, which ] have net commanded him 
to 


* Deut, 18. 20, 21, 22. 
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to ſpeak, or that [hall ſpeak in the Name of 


other Gods, even that prophet ſhall die. And 


if thou ſay in thine Heart, How ſhall we know 
the Word which the Lord bath not ſpoken ? 
When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the 
Lord, if the thing follow not nor come to paſs, 


that is the Thing which the Lord hath not 
ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken it preſump- 
tuouſly: Thou ſhalt not be afraid of him. 

And therefore ſeeing the Anabaptiſts plain- 


ly made it appear, that they were falſe Pro- 


phets in their Predictions about the MI. 
lennium, as Well as by aſſerting their own 


ſpiritual [nfatuations to be the Word of God, 


let him not ſer me down for a falſe Accu- 
| fer, and Per ſecutor, becauſe they have by 


their Actions deſerv'd capital Puniſhment. 


For by the ſame Reaſon he may call the 


Miniſters of Juſtice, Perſecutors, when they 
paſs Sentence of Death according to Law, 
upon thoſe who have been guilty of Fe- 
lony, and Murther ; ſeeing Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God, is at leaſt, a Crime of as deep 


2 dye, as thoſe are againſt Men. 


Ad \. 22.1 did not bring John of Leyden 
and his Colleagues upon the Stage, as it 
they were the. oaly Perſons who have com- 


mitted ſuch filthy and abominable Crimes, 

as Adultery, and Polygamy ; but to ſhow, 
they could not be immediately Inſpired be- 
cauſe of their Immoral Practices. And I 
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believe it will be difficult for Mr. St. to 
give an Inſtance of any Number of Men 
among the Pædobaptiſts, who have been guil- 
ty of ſuch Beſtialities, and then fatherthem 
upon the Holy Spirit of God, as theſe miſ- 
creant Anabapiiſts did. I am glad to hear they 
diſclaim theſe things, as wicked and une 
But what elſe can they do, when they can't 
juſtify them ? I doubt not but if we were 
to examine all the Sectaries that are a- 
mongſt us, we ſhould find none that would 
publickly own that odious Principle, which 
has been ſo jultly fix'd upon ſome of them, 
as, That Marriage is molt juſt, which 
©is made without any ambitious End, and 
if this liking and mutual Correſponden- 
cy happen between the neareſt Kindred ; 
© then it is alſo the moſt Natural, the moſt 
*Lawiul, and according to the Primitzve 
Purity and Practice. 3 | 
Bu: to rake no farther into a Pit of Mud 
and Filihineſs, Mr. Sf. ſays next, That 
© leſt the Charge of falſe Prophecy and 
© Blaſphemy ſhould not render the Ana- 
©baprtiſts infamous enough, and make ſome 
of em at leaſt thought worthy of Ca- 
pita! Puniſhment, M. B. is pleas'd to charge 
them wich Treaſon: In that I affirm their 
| Preach- 
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Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 113 
© preaching up Doctrine contrary to the Word 
of God, as the Diſobedience to, and Extir- 
*© pation of Kings. G05 40. 3:1 45 ba 
Aa 5. 23. Now if I affirm this, do I ac- 
cuſe them with what they have not been 
_ guilty of? He who conſults the Works of 
thoſe impious Saints, I before mention'd, 
Will find they have been · rotorious Offen- 
ders in this Point; and therefore they may 

pretend to be as good Subjects as they will, 
their Actions make the contrary appear. If; 
they are Friends to the Government, let 
them act as Friends of the Government 
ſhould do. Their Apologies publiſhed ro 
vindicate themſelves upon this Account, 
are to be look*d upon no otherwiſe than as 
things to lull a careleſs World into Securi- 
ty, and to impoſe upon 1gnorant and cre- 
daulous People. For they are not enjoyn'd 
to be obſerv'd in all their Conventicles, 
under Pain of forfeiting their Privileges and 
Preferments, if any of their Miniſters teach 
contrary Doctrine; they are but the Works 
of a few, perhaps 50, or 60, and ſo cannot 
be eſteem'd as the Sentiments of the ruling 
part of that Body. If ever (as God forbid) 
they ſhould, and 'tis unlikely they ever Will, 

get the Power into their Hands, they may 
make the ſame Excuſe to juſtify their Di- 
- loyalty, as they do now to ſhift off Accuſa- 
tions about their Heterodox Opinions; for 
| 15 
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*ris but ſaying in Reference to their former 
Confeſſions, that they were but the Scheme 


and Work of 50 or 60 particular Perſons, 
and that affeAs our whole Body, no more 


than the Opinion of ſuch a Number of 
People does that of the Church of England. 
But I have a Home Queſtion, or two, 
to ask them. Do they think the Murther 
of our late bleſſed Sovereign King Charles 


I. was a Sin? Or do they not? If they 


affirm it was, why then do they not with 


| the Church of England, obſerve, and ſet a- 


part the publick Time of Faſting and Hu- 


miliation in order to avert the Judgment 


of God from falling upon the Nation? A 

ublick notorious Crime, calls for a pub- 
lick Acknowledgment, and publick depre- 
cation of Vengeance. Why then do they 
Brand that Royal Martyr with the odious 
Names of Tyrant, Oppreſſor, Papiſt, and 
ſeem by their Actions to wiſh for an Op- 
portunity of reacting the ſame Villainies? 
If publick Days of Humiliation, and Faſt- 


ing are neceſſary to be ſet apart for the 


imploring God's Aſſiſtance againſt our E- 


nemies Abroad; why do they not ſtrictly 


obſerve that which is ſet apart for the im- 


ploring God's Mercy, and Forgiveneſs of 


our National Tranſgreſſions at Home; which 

are our greateſt Enemies? But if they be- 

lie ve that execrable Fact to be no Sin, Why 
| then 


- 
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then do they mince the Matter, and by a 
few plauſible Flouriſhes pretend Friendſhip _ 
| hat Government, againit which they _ 
know themſelves to be ſecret Enemies? 

If the principal Governours among them be 
able, and are empower'd to injoin publick 
Days of Humiliation, why do they not com- 
mand this Day to be obſerv*d with due 
Severity ; that ſo they may demonſtrate 


the Truth of their pretended. Principles, 
by their real Actions? It-they be not, why 


% 


then do they ſay they are generally Friends 
to Monarchical Governmeat ? 4 wine 
Ad F. 24. But now Mr. St. begins to 


fall foul upon the Nonjurers, not I preſume, 


becauſe they are at preſent irreconciled to 


the Government; but becauſe many of em 
expoſe the Diſſenting Cauſe by their learn'd 


But I think it not my Buſineſs to vin- 


dicate the Nonjurers in their Proceedings, 


which do not in the leaſt affect the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England; and 


therefore I ſhall leave 'ëm to anſwer for 


themſelves. Tho” at the ſame time, fo far 
as I can conceive, theſe Men ſtrictly aſſert 
Obedience to Kings, tho? they are miſtaken 
as to the Perſon to whom they ought to 


direct their Obedience. This has frequent- 


ly been the Caſe of many good Men, who 


when the Rights of Princes were diſputed, 


het | have 
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have adhered to the wrong Side. But the 


Hnabaptiſts, ha ve not only publiſh'd Do- 


Etrines pernicious to Monarchy, but have 


had Impudence enough, as well as Villia- 
ny, to aſſault the very Perſon of their ac- 


knowledg'd King, whoſe Title to the 


Crown was never queſtion'd. . 


And therefore, as Mr. St. ſays, if we may 
judge of Mens Principles, by their Practi- 
ces, we ſhall find, that of the two, the A- 
nabaptiſts have been the greateſt Enemies 


of our Government, becauſe they have not 


only made large Purſe- Contributions, but 
uſed all their Might, in Order to * De- 
throne their lawful Monarch. Ewe. 
When he ſays next, that in the mean 


while perhaps (which was well put in)“ I 


can find no diſſaffected or(difloyal Perſon 
among the Anabaptiſts, he ſeems not to 
have a right Notion of Diſloyalty. For 1 


take him to be a diſloyal Perſon, who en- 


tertains difloyal- Principles; he is one in 
Habit, tho' not in Act. And at this Rate 
I'm afraid moſt of his Party muſt be yoak'd 


under this Denomination. For their chief 


Diſcourſe at the Places of publick News, 
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* J. the Rendezvous of the Kings Army at Wellington 


. nigh Shrewsbury, bis Majeſty declares in his Proteſtation 10 


bis Forces, that bis Enemies were moſt of them' Browniſts, 
Anabaptifts and Atheiſts. Clar. Hift, vol. 2 Part. 1 lib. 
Bo: Pa. 17. 8 vo. ä 8 : | 


2 2 A... 


Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 117 
& is altogether tending to extol and magniſie 
the Power of the People, as thoſe from 
whence all Crown'd-Heads derive their Au- 
thority; which is a Principle as far diſtant 
from true Loyalty, as human things arein 
their Natures from thoſe that are divine: 
And therefore Mr. St. ought. not to num: 
ber my Accuſation among the Works of 
Darkneſs, when I aflert, That his Partizans 
entertain levelling Principles, for theſe flow 
as naturally from placing the Power in the 
People, as Streams iſſue from their proper 


Fountains. 


And when I ſay afterwards, That they 
are * guilty of Railings, Back- bitings, and e- 
© vil Surmiſes, and ſpeak. evil of the things 
they underſtand. not, it is apparently true. 
For do they not daily ſurmiſe ſtrange things 
of the Church of Eugland? Do they not 
rail and back-bite, when they accuſe her 
Miniſters of Popery, and her innocent Ce- 
remonies of Superſtition? And is it not e- 
vident that they underſtand nothing of theſe 
things, when their Aſſertions are as contra. 
ry to Truth, as Fire is to Water. | 
But as I concluded my Letter to Mr. 
C. in recommending him and other Aua. 
* baptiſts to the Conlideration of what St. 
Jude ſaith, ver. 11th. Wo unto them, for 
they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedil) after the Errour of Balaam for re- 
„ ward, 
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wurd, and periſh'd in the Gainſaying of 
Korah, So Mr. St. wiſhes I had ne} WB. 
my Meaning, for ſays he, Do the Anabap- 
tiſts go in the way of Cain, by Envying 
and Perſecuting their Brethren, becauſe 
more Righteous than themſelves? I do not 
fay they do at preſent, becauſe *tis out of 
their Power, but like Cain have they not? 
Hath not Spittlehouſe in his Addreſs to 
Oliver Cromwell ſaid, That which the Lord ex- 
pets from you, at this your Convention, is, That 
jou would make his Foes his Footſtool ; which cer- 
tain I am, can be no otherwiſe effetted, than by 
fucking up all thoſe Plants which the Heavenly 
Father hath not Planted ;—— which ] do affirm 
to be the Prieſts and Lawyers of this Nation, viz. 
all ſuch Prieſts (under what Name or Title ſo- 
ever Dignified or Diſtinguiſh'd) as ſhall be 
found in Babylon, viz. All ſuch as have not 
diſelaim' d their Rantiſm, and Ordination, which 
they have received from the Popes of Rome and 
their Succeſſors, Have they not Preach'd a- 
gainſt, Envied, and Perſecuted the poor Or- 
thodox Clergy of the Church of England, in 
the late Rebellion, who were more Righteous 
than themſelves? Do they not run after the 
Errour of Balaam for reward, tho' not in 
Tempting Men to * Idolatry, yet from thetone 
true Church to Superſtition and Schiſm? on 
| they 
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Mr. Stennett's Remarks, &c. 19 
they not Preſumptuouſly oppoſe Divine 
Revelation, like thoſe that periſh'd in the 
Gainſaying of Kyprah, by aſſuming to them- 
ſelves the Adminiſtration of the Word 
and Sacraments, without the leaſt Warrant, 
or Authority, when it 1s plainly faid, * 
That no Man taketh this Honour anto him- 
ſelf, but be that is called of God as was 
Aaron? All this is as plain as the Sun in his 
Meridian, and therefore is ſo tar (as he would 
have it) from calling for my Conſidera- © 
tion andRepentance, that it highly calls for 
his own. „ SE” __— 
Ad F. 25. Thus I have done with Me 
St. — 's Remarks upon my Letter ſent to 
Mr. C. and have (I hope) plainly ſhow'd -=> 

that what he has ſaid in Defence of the 
Anabaptiſts Miniſtry is not at all availing 
to his Cauſe, but is for the moiſt Part mere 
Flouriſh and Quibble: And therefore, as 
he has promiſed to offer his Prayers to Alt. 
mighty God, to make me ſenſible of my 
Errors, ſo I promiſe to do the like in be- 


| half of him, for Equivocation is not by any We 


Means allowable in temporal Concerg#f | 
much leſs in thoſe which are eternal. 
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